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The	game	movie	netflix

2021	South	Korean	survival	drama	television	series	This	article	is	about	the	Netflix	television	series.	For	the	Korean	children's	game,	see	Squid	(game).	For	the	video	game,	see	Squids	(video	game).	Squid	GameKorean	promotional	posterAlso	known	asRound	SixHangul	Revised	RomanizationOjing-eo	GeimMcCune–ReischauerOjingŏ	Keim	Genre
Survival	Thriller	Horror[1]	Drama	Created	byHwang	Dong-hyukWritten	byHwang	Dong-hyukDirected	byHwang	Dong-hyukStarring	Lee	Jung-jae	Park	Hae-soo	Wi	Ha-joon	HoYeon	Jung	O	Yeong-su	Heo	Sung-tae	Anupam	Tripathi	Kim	Joo-ryoung	ComposerJung	Jae-ilCountry	of	originSouth	KoreaOriginal	languageKoreanNo.	of	seasons1No.	of
episodes9ProductionCamera	setupMulti-cameraRunning	time32–63	minutesProduction	companySiren	Pictures	Inc.[2]DistributorNetflixBudget$21.4	millionReleaseOriginal	networkNetflixPicture	format	4K	(Ultra	HD)	Dolby	Vision	Audio	formatDolby	AtmosOriginal	releaseSeptember	17,	2021	(2021-09-17)	–present	Squid	Game	(Korean:		;	RR:	Ojing-eo
Geim)	is	a	South	Korean	survival	drama	television	series	created	by	Hwang	Dong-hyuk	for	Netflix.	Its	cast	includes	Lee	Jung-jae,	Park	Hae-soo,	Wi	Ha-joon,	HoYeon	Jung,	O	Yeong-su,	Heo	Sung-tae,	Anupam	Tripathi,	and	Kim	Joo-ryoung.	The	series	revolves	around	a	contest	where	456	players,	all	of	whom	are	in	deep	financial	debt,	risk	their	lives	to
play	a	series	of	deadly	children's	games	for	the	chance	to	win	a	₩45.6	billion	(US$38	million,	€33	million,	or	GB£29	million	as	of	broadcast)	prize.	The	title	of	the	series	draws	from	a	similarly	named	Korean	children's	game.	Hwang	had	conceived	of	the	idea	based	on	his	own	economic	struggles	early	in	life,	as	well	as	the	class	disparity	in	South	Korea
and	capitalism.	Though	he	had	initially	written	it	in	2009,	he	was	unable	to	find	a	production	company	to	fund	the	idea	until	Netflix	took	an	interest	around	2019	as	part	of	their	drive	to	expand	their	foreign	programming	offerings.	Squid	Game	was	released	worldwide	on	September	17,	2021,	to	critical	acclaim	and	international	attention.	It	is	Netflix's
most-watched	series,	becoming	the	top-viewed	program	in	94	countries	and	attracting	more	than	142	million	member	households	and	amassing	1.65	billion	viewing	hours	during	its	first	four	weeks	from	launch,	surpassing	Bridgerton	for	the	title	of	most	watched	show.	The	series	has	also	received	numerous	accolades,	including	the	Golden	Globe
Award	for	Best	Supporting	Actor	–	Series,	Miniseries	or	Television	Film	for	O	Yeong-su	and	the	Screen	Actors	Guild	Award	for	Outstanding	Performance	by	a	Male	Actor	in	a	Drama	Series	and	Outstanding	Performance	by	a	Female	Actor	in	a	Drama	Series	for	Lee	Jung-jae	and	HoYeon	Jung,	respectively,	with	all	three	making	history	as	the	first
Korean	actors	to	win	in	those	categories.	A	second	season	is	in	development	and	would	be	completed	and	broadcast	by	2024.	Overview	Seong	Gi-hun,	a	divorced	father	and	indebted	gambler	who	lives	with	his	elderly	mother,	is	invited	to	play	a	series	of	children's	games	for	a	chance	at	a	large	cash	prize.	Accepting	the	offer,	he	is	taken	to	an	unknown
location	where	he	finds	himself	among	455	other	players	who	are	all	deeply	in	debt.	The	players	are	made	to	wear	green	tracksuits	and	are	kept	under	watch	at	all	times	by	masked	guards	in	pink	jumpsuits,	with	the	games	overseen	by	the	Front	Man,	who	wears	a	black	mask	and	black	uniform.	The	players	soon	discover	that	losing	a	game	results	in
their	death,	with	each	death	adding	₩100	million	to	the	potential	₩45.6	billion	grand	prize.[a][b]	Gi-hun	allies	with	other	players,	including	his	childhood	friend	Cho	Sang-woo	and	North	Korean	defector	Kang	Sae-byeok,	to	try	to	survive	the	physical	and	psychological	twists	of	the	games.[4][5]	Cast	and	characters	Main	article:	List	of	Squid	Game
characters	Main	cast	ActorsLee	Jung-jae	(Seong	Gi-hun,	Player	456)Park	Hae-soo	(Cho	Sang-woo,	Player	218)Wi	Ha-joon	(Police	Officer	Hwang	Jun-ho)HoYeon	Jung	(Kang	Sae-byeok,	Player	067)	Numbers	in	parentheses	denote	the	character's	assigned	number	in	the	Squid	Game.	Lee	Jung-jae	as	Seong	Gi-hun	(,	[sʌŋ	gi	hun]	(listen),	456),[6]	a	divorced
chauffeur	and	gambling	addict.	He	lives	with	his	mother	and	struggles	to	support	his	daughter	financially.	He	participates	in	the	game	to	settle	his	many	debts,	and	to	prove	himself	financially	stable	enough	to	have	custody	of	his	daughter,	who	is	to	leave	for	the	United	States	with	her	mother	and	stepfather.	Park	Hae-soo	as	Cho	Sang-woo	(,	Korean
pronunciation:	[tɕo	saŋ	u],	218[c]),[6]	the	former	head	of	an	investment	team	at	a	securities	company.	He	was	a	junior	classmate	to	Gi-hun,	and	studied	at	Seoul	National	University.	He	is	wanted	by	the	police	for	stealing	money	from	his	clients,	and	racking	up	massive	debts	from	bad	investments.	Wi	Ha-joon	as	Hwang	Jun-ho	(,	Korean
pronunciation:	[hwaːŋ	tɕun	ho]),[7]	a	police	officer	who	sneaks	into	the	game	as	a	guard	to	find	his	missing	brother.	HoYeon	Jung	as	Kang	Sae-byeok	(,	Korean	pronunciation:	[gaŋ	sɛ	bjʌk],	067),[8]	a	North	Korean	defector.	She	enters	the	game	to	pay	for	a	broker	who	can	rescue	her	parents	across	the	border,	and	buy	a	house	for	her	reunited	family	to
live	in.	O	Yeong-su	as	Oh	Il-nam	(,	Korean	pronunciation:	[o	il	nam],	001),[9]	an	elderly	man	with	a	brain	tumor	who	prefers	playing	the	game	as	opposed	to	waiting	to	die	in	the	outside	world.	Heo	Sung-tae	as	Jang	Deok-su	(,	Korean	pronunciation:	[dzaŋ	dʌk	su],	101),[10]	a	gangster	who	enters	the	game	to	settle	his	massive	gambling	debts	including
money	he	stole	from	his	boss	and	underlings.	Anupam	Tripathi	as	Ali	Abdul	(	,	199),[9]	a	migrant	worker	from	Pakistan	who	enters	the	game	to	provide	for	his	young	family	after	his	boss	refuses	to	pay	him	for	months.	Kim	Joo-ryoung	as	Han	Mi-nyeo	(,	Korean	pronunciation:	[han	mi	njʌ],	212),[11]	a	loud	and	manipulative	woman.	Her	reasons	for
entering	the	game	are	left	unexplained,	but	she	boasts	that	she	was	charged	five	times	for	fraud,	which	implies	that	she	is	a	con	woman	Recurring	cast	Yoo	Sung-joo	as	Byeong-gi	(,	111),[12]	a	doctor	who	secretly	works	with	a	group	of	corrupt	guards	to	traffic	the	organs	of	dead	participants	in	exchange	for	information	on	upcoming	games.	Lee	Yoo-
mi	as	Ji-yeong	(,	240),[13]	a	young	woman	who	has	just	been	released	from	prison	after	killing	her	abusive	step-father.	Kim	Si-hyun	as	Player	244,	a	pastor	who	rediscovers	his	faith	during	the	game.	Lee	Sang-hee	as	Do	Jung-soo	(,	017),[14]	a	former	glassmaker.	Kim	Yun-tae	as	Player	069,	a	player	who	joins	the	game	with	his	wife,	Player	070.	Lee	Ji-
ha	as	Player	070,[15]	a	player	who	joins	the	game	with	her	husband,	Player	069.	Kwak	Ja-hyoung	as	Player	278,	a	player	who	joins	Deok-su's	group	and	acts	as	his	henchman.	Christian	Lagahit	as	Player	276,[16][17]	a	player	who	joins	Seong	Gi-hun's	group	in	the	Tug	of	War	round.	Kim	Young-ok	as	Oh	Mal-soon,	Gi-hun's	mother.[18]	Cho	Ah-in	as
Seong	Ga-yeong,	Gi-hun's	daughter	Kang	Mal-geum	as	Kang	Eun-ji,	Gi-hun's	ex-wife	and	Ga-yeong's	mother[18]	Park	Hye-jin	as	Sang-woo's	mother	Park	Si-wan	as	Kang	Cheol,	Sae-byeok's	younger	brother	Guest	cast	Gong	Yoo	as	a	salesman	who	recruits	participants	for	the	Game[19]	Lee	Byung-hun	as	Hwang	In-ho,	The	Front	Man,	overseer	of	the
Squid	Game[20]	Lee	Jung-jun	as	Guard[21]	John	D	Michaels	as	VIP	#1[22]	Daniel	C	Kennedy	as	VIP	#2[22]	David	Lee	as	VIP	#3[23]	Geoffrey	Giuliano	as	VIP	#4[22]	Stephane	Mot	as	VIP	#5[23]	Michael	Davis	as	VIP	#6[23]	Episodes	Squid	Game	consists	of	one	season	with	nine	episodes	at	a	run	time	of	32	to	63	minutes.	All	nine	episodes	were
written	and	directed	by	Hwang.	The	full	series	was	released	in	all	Netflix	worldwide	markets	on	September	17,	2021.[24][25]	No.TitleDirected	byWritten	byOriginal	release	date1"Red	Light,	Green	Light"	(Mugunghwa	Kkoch-i	Pideon	Nal				)[d]Hwang	Dong-hyukHwang	Dong-hyukSeptember	17,	2021	(2021-09-17)	Seong	Gi-hun	is	down	on	his	luck,
having	accumulated	enormous	debts	with	loan	sharks	while	becoming	estranged	from	his	daughter	and	ex-wife.	In	a	subway,	a	well-dressed	man	asks	him	to	play	a	game	of	ddakji	for	money,	and	offers	an	opportunity	to	play	more	games	with	much	higher	stakes.	Gi-hun	accepts,	is	sedated,	and	awakens	in	a	dormitory	with	455	others,	identified	only
by	numbers	on	their	tracksuits.	A	group	of	masked	guards	in	pink	jumpsuits	arrive	and	explain	that	the	players	are	all	in	dire	financial	straits,	but	will	be	given	billions	of	won	in	prize	money	if	they	can	win	six	games	over	six	days.	The	games	are	overseen	by	the	Front	Man,	who	is	masked	and	dressed	in	black.	Gi-hun	befriends	Player	001,	an	elderly
man	suffering	from	a	brain	tumor.	He	also	recognizes	two	other	players:	Cho	Sang-woo,	a	childhood	classmate	who	became	an	investment	broker,	and	Player	067,	a	pickpocket	who	stole	Gi-hun's	money	after	he	won	a	horse	race	wager.	The	first	game	is	Red	Light,	Green	Light,	where	anyone	caught	moving	is	shot	dead	on	the	spot,	revealing	the
sadistic	nature	of	the	games.	Half	the	crowd	panics	upon	realizing	this,	turning	the	game	into	a	massacre.	With	help	from	Sang-woo	and	Player	199,	Gi-hun	finishes	the	game	alive.	2"Hell"	(Ji-ok	)Hwang	Dong-hyukHwang	Dong-hyukSeptember	17,	2021	(2021-09-17)	With	over	half	of	the	players	killed	in	the	first	game,	many	survivors	demand	to	be
released.	Using	the	game's	third	clause,	they	narrowly	vote	to	cancel	the	game	and	send	everyone	home,	but	without	any	prize	money.	Back	in	Seoul,	Gi-hun	goes	to	the	police,	but	no	one	believes	him	except	Detective	Hwang	Jun-ho,	whose	brother	received	the	same	invitation	card	and	has	recently	disappeared.	The	players	are	invited	to	re-enter	the
game,	and	many	return	out	of	desperation.	This	includes	Gi-hun,	whose	mother	needs	surgery;	Sang-woo,	who	is	about	to	be	arrested	for	financial	fraud;	Player	001,	who	does	not	wish	to	die	in	the	outside	world;	Player	067,	who	wishes	to	rescue	her	parents	from	North	Korea	and	get	her	little	brother	out	of	an	orphanage;	Player	199,	a	Pakistani
migrant	worker	who	attacked	and	gravely	injured	his	boss	for	withholding	his	wages;	and	Player	101,	named	Jang	Deok-su,	a	gangster	on	the	run	from	gambling	debts	and	his	ex-bosses.	Jun-ho	secretly	follows	Gi-hun	when	he	is	picked	up	by	the	guards.	3"The	Man	with	the	Umbrella"	(Usan-eul	Sseun	Namja			)Hwang	Dong-hyukHwang	Dong-
hyukSeptember	17,	2021	(2021-09-17)	Jun-ho	successfully	infiltrates	the	games	by	disguising	himself	as	a	masked	worker,	and	it	is	revealed	that	the	location	is	a	remote	island.	The	players	are	now	more	prepared	and	start	forming	alliances.	Gi-hun,	Sang-woo,	Player	001,	and	Player	199	team	up.	Player	067	explores	an	air	vent	and	witnesses	workers
melting	pots	of	sugar.	The	second	game	is	revealed	to	be	Ppopgi,	where	each	player	must	perfectly	extract	a	stamped	shape	from	a	dalgona	(honeycomb	candy)	under	a	10-minute	time	limit.	Sang-woo	learns	of	Player	067's	discovery	and	recognizes	the	game	beforehand,	but	does	not	warn	his	teammates	and	chooses	the	simplest	shape	for	himself.	Gi-
hun	ends	up	picking	the	most	difficult	shape,	an	umbrella,	but	is	able	to	complete	the	game	by	licking	the	back	of	the	honeycomb	to	melt	it.	Player	212,	a	rowdy	and	manipulative	woman,	helps	Deok-su	complete	the	game	with	a	smuggled	lighter.	A	player	about	to	be	executed	takes	a	guard	hostage	and	forces	him	to	unmask.	Shocked	that	the	staff
member	is	a	young	man,	the	player	shoots	himself,	and	the	guard	is	killed	by	the	Front	Man	for	revealing	his	identity.	4"Stick	to	the	Team"	(Jjollyeodo	Pyeonmeokgi		)Hwang	Dong-hyukHwang	Dong-hyukSeptember	17,	2021	(2021-09-17)	Player	111,	a	disgraced	doctor,	secretly	works	with	a	handful	of	guards	to	harvest	organs	from	dead	players	to	sell
on	the	black	market,	in	return	for	information	on	upcoming	games.	When	Deok-su	kills	a	player	accusing	him	of	taking	extra	food,	the	guards	do	nothing	to	stop	him,	and	the	prize	money's	value	is	increased.	After	lights	out,	Deok-su	starts	a	massive	riot,	resulting	in	players	attacking	each	other.	Gi-hun's	group	survives	and	exchange	names	to	build
trust:	Player	199	is	Ali	Abdul,	and	Player	067	is	Kang	Sae-byeok.	Player	001,	because	of	his	brain	tumor,	has	trouble	remembering	his	name.	Player	212,	named	Han	Mi-nyeo,	has	sex	with	Deok-su.	In	the	third	game,	players	are	told	to	form	groups	of	ten.	For	Gi-hun's	team,	Sae-byeok	recruits	Player	240,	a	girl	close	to	her	age.	The	game	is	revealed	to
be	tug	of	war	on	two	raised	platforms,	where	a	team	wins	by	dragging	the	opposing	team	off	the	platform	to	their	deaths.	Deok-su,	having	learned	of	the	game	from	Player	111	beforehand,	picks	only	strong	men	and	rejects	Mi-nyeo,	who	joins	Gi-hun's	team.	After	Deok-su's	team	wins	their	match	handidly,	Gi-hun's	team	struggles	against	another	all-
male	team.	5"A	Fair	World"	(Pyeongdeung-han	Sesang		)Hwang	Dong-hyukHwang	Dong-hyukSeptember	17,	2021	(2021-09-17)	Gi-hun's	team	wins	their	tug-of-war	match	with	Player	001's	strategy	and	Sang-woo's	quick	thinking.	Anticipating	another	riot,	they	build	a	barricade	and	spend	the	night	taking	turns	on	guard,	but	Deok-su's	team	does	not
attack.	Gi-hun	reminisces	on	a	similar	situation	from	ten	years	ago,	when	he	and	many	other	workers	from	an	automobile	factory	protested	a	mass	lay-off,	which	caused	the	failed	trajectory	of	Gi-hun's	life.	Player	240	attempts	to	befriend	Sae-Byeok,	but	she	doesn't	reciprocate.	Jun-ho	witnesses	the	organ	harvesting	racket,	as	the	guard	whose	identity
he	stole	took	part	in	it.	Except	Jun-ho,	everyone	involved	in	the	racket	is	eventually	killed,	including	Player	111.	The	Front	Man	begins	a	facility-wide	manhunt	for	Jun-ho,	who	breaks	into	the	Front	Man's	office.	Jun-ho	learns	that	the	game	has	been	running	for	over	30	years,	and	that	his	elder	brother	Hwang	In-ho	was	the	winner	in	2015.
6"Gganbu"	(Kkanbu	)Hwang	Dong-hyukHwang	Dong-hyukSeptember	17,	2021	(2021-09-17)	The	players	see	the	bodies	of	Player	111	and	his	co-conspirators	strung	up	for	cheating,	and	are	assured	that	the	games	are	designed	to	give	every	player	a	fair	chance	without	discrimination.	For	the	fourth	game,	players	are	told	to	pair	up,	but	discover	that
instead	of	working	as	a	team,	they	will	have	to	play	against	their	partner	in	a	marble	game	of	their	choice.	Whoever	gets	all	their	partner's	marbles	within	30	minutes	will	win	and	survive.	Sae-byeok	and	Player	240,	named	Ji-yeong,	share	their	life	stories;	Ji-yeong	sees	Sae-byeok	has	more	to	live	for	and	sacrifices	herself.	Sang-woo	tricks	Ali	into	giving
up	his	marbles	and	wins.	Deok-su	wins	against	his	partner	and	henchman,	Player	278.	Gi-hun	exploits	Player	001's	dementia	to	defeat	him,	only	to	discover	that	the	old	man	was	aware	of	the	deception	the	entire	time.	Player	001,	who	remembers	his	name	to	be	Oh	Il-nam,	allows	Gi-hun	to	win	anyway,	as	he	is	his	gganbu	(trusted	friend).	Gi-hun	and
Sae-byeok	are	traumatized	by	the	deaths	of	their	friends.	7"VIPS"Hwang	Dong-hyukHwang	Dong-hyukSeptember	17,	2021	(2021-09-17)	The	players	return	to	find	Mi-nyeo,	who	did	not	have	a	partner	for	the	marbles	game,	still	alive.	Foreign	VIPs,	who	had	been	wagering	on	the	games	remotely,	arrive	to	watch	and	wager	on	the	next	rounds	live.	Jun-
ho,	posing	as	one	of	the	masked	servants,	is	sexually	propositioned	by	one	of	them.	In	a	private	room,	he	attacks	the	VIP,	records	his	confession,	and	escapes	the	island.	Meanwhile,	the	fifth	game	has	players	crossing	a	two-panel	wide	bridge,	where	the	panels	are	each	made	of	either	tempered	or	regular	glass,	the	latter	of	which	cannot	support	their
weight.	The	players	at	the	front	of	the	line	fall	to	their	deaths	as	they	progressively	test	the	panels.	Deok-su	refuses	to	move	despite	the	clock	ticking,	daring	others	to	pass	him.	Mi-nyeo	grabs	him	and,	as	revenge	for	betraying	her,	pulls	him	down	with	her	to	their	deaths.	Player	017,	Do	Jung-Soo,	a	seasoned	glass	worker,	is	able	to	determine	which
panels	are	safe	until	the	Front	Man	turns	off	the	lights,	removing	his	advantage.	With	time	running	out,	Sang-woo	pushes	Jung-Soo	to	his	death,	revealing	the	last	trick	panel.	Only	Gi-hun,	Sang-woo,	and	Sae-byeok	complete	the	game;	at	its	conclusion,	explosions	shatter	the	remaining	panels	and	injure	the	three	players.	8"Front	Man"	(Peulonteu
Maen	)Hwang	Dong-hyukHwang	Dong-hyukSeptember	17,	2021	(2021-09-17)	As	finalists,	Gi-hun,	Sang-woo,	and	Sae-byeok	are	given	a	change	of	outfit	to	formal	clothes.	Sae-byeok	hides	a	severe	stab	wound	she	received	from	the	glass	bridge	explosion.	After	eating	dinner,	each	player	is	left	with	a	steak	knife.	Gi-hun	suggests	to	Sae-byeok	that	they
should	ally	against	Sang-woo,	realizing	he	will	go	to	any	length	to	win.	Sae-byeok	instead	begs	Gi-hun	to	promise	that	whoever	wins	the	game	will	look	after	the	other's	loved	ones.	Gi-hun	goes	to	kill	Sang-woo	when	he	falls	asleep,	but	Sae-byeok	stops	him,	telling	him	he	is	not	a	murderer.	Sae-byeok's	injury	worsens,	prompting	Gi-hun	to	call	for	help.
When	Gi-hun	is	away,	Sang-woo	kills	Sae-byeok	and	the	guards	arrive	only	to	collect	her	corpse.	Furious	and	heartbroken,	Gi-hun	tries	to	attack	Sang-woo	but	is	prevented	by	the	guards.	Meanwhile,	Jun-ho	makes	it	to	another	island	but	is	quickly	tracked	down	by	the	Front	Man	and	the	guards.	To	Jun-ho's	shock,	the	Front	Man	reveals	himself	to	be
his	brother,	In-ho,	who	tries	to	recruit	him.	When	he	refuses,	In-ho	shoots	Jun-ho	in	the	shoulder,	causing	him	to	fall	back	over	a	cliff	edge	into	the	sea.	9"One	Lucky	Day"	(Unsu	Joeun	Nal			)[e]Hwang	Dong-hyukHwang	Dong-hyukSeptember	17,	2021	(2021-09-17)	In	the	final	eponymous	Squid	game,	Gi-hun	defeats	Sang-woo	after	a	brutal	fight	but
refuses	to	kill	him;	he	begs	Sang-Woo	to	stop	the	game	using	the	third	clause.	Sang-woo	instead	stabs	himself	in	the	neck,	and	asks	Gi-hun	to	take	care	of	his	mother	before	dying.	Gi-hun	is	returned	to	Seoul	with	a	bank	card	to	access	the	prize	money,	but	discovers	his	own	mother	has	died.	A	year	later,	Gi-hun	remains	traumatized	and	has	not
touched	his	prize	money	out	of	guilt.	He	receives	an	invitation	card	from	his	gganbu,	and	finds	Oh	Il-nam	on	his	deathbed.	Il-nam	reveals	he	created	the	game	to	entertain	bored	wealthy	people	like	himself.	He	chose	games	he	played	as	a	child,	and	participated	in	Gi-hun's	group	out	of	nostalgia.	As	they	talk,	Il-nam	wagers	with	Gi-hun	on	whether	an
unconscious	man	lying	on	a	street	corner	will	be	helped	before	midnight.	The	man	is	saved,	and	Il-nam	dies	shortly	after.	Gi-hun	retrieves	Sae-byeok's	brother	and	has	him	looked	after	by	Sang-woo's	mother,	also	giving	them	a	share	of	the	prize	money.	As	Gi-hun	travels	to	the	airport	to	reconnect	with	his	daughter	in	Los	Angeles,	he	sees	the	same
game	recruiter	playing	ddakji	with	another	desperate	player,	but	manages	only	to	get	that	player's	invitation	card.	He	calls	the	card's	number	before	boarding	his	plane,	demanding	to	know	who	is	running	the	games.	In-ho	curtly	orders	him	to	get	on	the	plane,	but	Gi-Hun	ends	the	call	and	returns	to	the	airport	terminal.	Production	Development
Series	creator	and	director	Hwang	Dong-hyuk.	Around	2008,	Hwang	Dong-hyuk	had	tried	unsuccessfully	to	get	investment	for	a	different	movie	script	that	he	had	written,	and	he,	his	mother,	and	his	grandmother	had	to	take	out	loans	to	stay	afloat,	but	still	struggled	amid	the	debt	crisis	within	the	country.[27][28][f]	He	spent	his	free	time	in	a
Manhwabang	(South	Korean	manga	cafe)	reading	Japanese	survival	manga	such	as	Battle	Royale,	Liar	Game	and	Gambling	Apocalypse:	Kaiji.[30][31][32][33]	Hwang	compared	the	characters'	situation	in	these	works	to	his	own	current	situation	and	considered	the	idea	of	being	able	to	join	such	a	survival	game	to	win	money	to	get	him	out	of	debt,
leading	him	to	write	a	film	script	on	that	concept	throughout	2009.[33]	Hwang	stated,	"I	wanted	to	write	a	story	that	was	an	allegory	or	fable	about	modern	capitalist	society,	something	that	depicts	an	extreme	competition,	somewhat	like	the	extreme	competition	of	life.	But	I	wanted	it	to	use	the	kind	of	characters	we've	all	met	in	real	life."[34]	Hwang
feared	the	storyline	was	"too	difficult	to	understand	and	bizarre"	at	the	time.[30]	Hwang	tried	to	sell	his	story	to	various	Korean	production	groups	and	actors,	but	had	been	told	it	was	too	grotesque	and	unrealistic.[35]	Hwang	put	this	script	aside	without	any	takers,	and	over	the	next	ten	years	successfully	completed	three	other	films,	including	the
crime	drama	film	Silenced	(2011)	and	the	historical	drama	film	The	Fortress	(2017).[33]	In	the	2010s,	Netflix	had	seen	a	large	growth	in	viewership	outside	of	North	America,	and	started	investing	in	productions	in	other	regions,	including	Korea.[36]	Ted	Sarandos,	co-CEO	of	Netflix,	stated	in	2018	that	they	were	looking	for	more	successes	from
overseas	productions:	"The	exciting	thing	for	me	would	be	if	the	next	Stranger	Things	came	from	outside	America.	Right	now,	historically,	nothing	of	that	scale	has	ever	come	from	anywhere	but	Hollywood."[37]	Netflix	had	opened	up	a	division	in	Asia	in	2018,	and	while	they	were	still	operating	out	of	temporary	leased	office	space	in	Seoul,	Hwang
brought	his	script	to	their	attention.	Kim	Minyoung,	one	of	Netflix's	content	officers	for	the	Asian	regions,	recognized	Hwang's	talent	from	The	Fortress	and	his	other	films,	and	upon	seeing	his	script	for	Squid	Game,	knew	they	needed	it	for	the	service.	Kim	said	"[W]e	were	looking	for	shows	that	were	different	from	what's	traditionally	'made	it,'	and
Squid	Game	was	exactly	it".[38]	Netflix	formally	announced	in	September	2019	they	would	produce	Hwang's	work	as	an	original	series.[35][39]	Netflix's	Bela	Bajaria,	head	of	global	television	operations,	said	that	of	their	interest	in	Hwang's	work,	"we	knew	it	was	going	to	be	big	in	Korea	because	it	had	a	well-regarded	director	with	a	bold	vision",	and
that	"K-Dramas	also	travel	well	across	Asia".[36]	Regarding	his	return	to	the	project,	Hwang	commented,	"It's	a	sad	story.	But	the	reason	why	I	returned	to	the	project	is	because	the	world	10	years	from	then	has	transformed	to	a	place	where	these	unbelievable	survival	stories	are	so	fitting,	and	I	found	that	this	is	the	time	when	people	will	call	these
stories	intriguing	and	realistic."[30]	Hwang	further	believed	that	the	ongoing	COVID-19	pandemic	impacted	the	economic	disparity	between	classes	in	South	Korea,	and	said	that	"All	of	these	points	made	the	story	very	realistic	for	people	compared	to	a	decade	ago".[35]	With	the	Netflix	order,	the	film	concept	was	expanded	out	to	a	nine-episode
series.	Kim	stated	that	there	was	"so	much	more	than	what	was	written	in	the	120-minute	format.	So	we	worked	together	to	turn	it	into	a	series."[38]	Hwang	said	he	was	able	to	expand	the	script	so	that	it	"could	focus	on	the	relationships	between	people	[and]	the	stories	that	each	of	the	people	had".[40]	Initially,	Netflix	had	named	the	series	Round
Six,	rather	than	Squid	Game	as	Hwang	had	suggested;	according	to	Netflix's	vice	president	for	content	in	Asia	Kim	Minyoung,	while	they	knew	that	the	name	"squid	game"	would	be	familiar	to	Korean	viewers	from	the	children's	game,	it	"wouldn't	resonate	because	not	many	people	would	get	it",	and	opted	to	use	Round	Six	as	it	self-described	the
nature	of	the	competition.	As	production	continued,	Hwang	pushed	on	the	service	to	use	Squid	Game	instead,	which	Kim	said	its	cryptic	name	and	the	unique	visuals	helped	to	draw	in	curious	viewers.[39][41]	At	the	time	that	Hwang	wrote	the	series,	his	goal	was	for	having	the	series	reach	the	most-watched	show	in	Netflix	in	the	United	States	for	at
least	one	day.[27]	Hwang	had	initially	written	the	series	as	eight	episodes,	which	was	comparable	to	other	Netflix	shows,	but	found	that	the	material	for	the	last	episode	was	longer	than	he	planned,	so	it	was	split	into	two.[42]	Writing	Hwang	described	the	work	as	"a	story	about	losers".[43]	The	names	of	the	characters	-	Seong	Gi-hun,	Cho	Sang-woo,
and	Il-nam	-	were	all	based	on	Hwang's	childhood	friends,	as	well	as	the	character	name	Hwang	Jun-ho,	who	was	also	a	childhood	friend	in	real	life	with	an	older	brother	named	Hwang	In-ho.[33]	The	two	main	characters	Gi-hun	and	Sang-woo	were	based	on	Hwang's	own	personal	experiences	and	represented	"two	sides"	of	himself;	Gi-hun	shared	the
same	aspects	of	being	raised	by	an	economically	disadvantaged	single	mother	in	the	Ssangmun	district	of	Seoul,	while	Sang-woo	reflected	on	Hwang	having	attended	Seoul	National	University	with	high	expectations	from	his	family	and	neighborhood.[33][43]	Further,	Gi-hun's	background	was	inspired	by	the	organizers	of	the	SsangYong	Motor	labor
strike	of	2009	[ko]	against	mass	layoffs.[44]	Shapes	punched	into	dalgona,	a	Korean	sugar	candy	treat,	based	on	the	shapes	used	in	the	second	game	of	the	show.	Within	the	show,	players	had	to	extract	the	inner	shapes	intact.	Hwang	based	the	narrative	on	Korean	games	of	his	childhood	to	show	the	irony	of	a	childhood	game	where	competition	was
not	important	becoming	an	extreme	competition	with	people's	lives	at	stake.[31]	Additionally,	as	his	initial	script	was	intended	for	film,	he	opted	to	use	children's	games	with	simple	rules	that	were	easy	to	explain	in	contrast	to	other	survival-type	films	using	games	with	complex	rules.[40]	The	central	game	he	selected,	the	squid	game,	was	a	popular
Korean	children's	game	from	the	1970s	and	1980s.[39][45]	Hwang	recalled	the	squid	game	as	"the	most	physically	aggressive	childhood	game	I	played	in	neighborhood	alleys	as	a	kid,	which	is	why	I	also	loved	it	the	most",	and	because	of	this	"it's	the	most	symbolic	game	that	reflects	today's	competitive	society,	so	I	picked	it	out	as	the	show's	title".
[46]	The	colors	of	the	ddakjis	in	the	initial	game,which	are	blue	and	red,	were	inspired	from	the	Korean	urban	legend	"blue	paper,	red	paper".[47][g]	The	"Red	light,	Green	light"	game	was	selected	because	of	its	potential	to	make	a	lot	of	losers	in	one	go.	Regarding	the	selection,	Hwang	said,	"The	game	was	selected	because	the	scene	filled	with	so
many	people	randomly	moving	and	stopping	could	be	viewed	as	a	ridiculous	but	a	sad	group	dance."[31]	Hwang	joked	that	the	dalgona	candy	game	they	chose	may	influence	sales	of	dalgona,	similar	to	how	sales	of	Korean	gats	(traditional	hats)	bloomed	after	broadcast	of	Netflix's	series	Kingdom.[48]	Licking	the	candy	to	free	the	shape	was
something	that	Hwang	said	that	he	had	done	as	a	child	and	brought	it	into	the	script.[46]	Hwang	had	considered	other	Korean	children's	games	such	as	Gonggi,	Dong,	Dong,	Dongdaemun,	and	Why	did	you	come	to	my	house?	(			?,	a	Korean	variant	of	the	Hana	Ichi	Monme).[31]	Hwang	wrote	all	of	the	series	himself,	taking	nearly	six	months	to	write
the	first	two	episodes	alone,	after	which	he	turned	to	friends	to	get	input	on	moving	forward.[34]	Hwang	also	addressed	the	challenges	of	preparing	for	the	show	which	was	physically	and	mentally	exhausting,	saying	that	he	had	forgone	dental	health	while	making	Season	1	and	had	to	have	six	teeth	pulled	by	his	dentist	after	production	was	complete.
[30][42]	As	such,	Hwang	was	initially	unsure	about	a	sequel	after	completing	these	episodes,[34]	though	he	wrote	the	ending	to	keep	a	potential	hook	for	a	sequel	in	mind.[27]	Hwang	had	considered	an	alternate	ending	where	Gi-hun	would	have	boarded	the	plane	after	concluding	his	call	with	the	game	organizers	to	see	his	daughter,	but	Hwang	said
of	that	ending,	"Is	that	the	right	way	for	us	to	really	propose	the	question	or	the	message	that	we	wanted	to	convey	through	the	series?"[49]	Casting	Director	Hwang	requested	that	actors	Gong	Yoo	(pictured)	and	Lee	Byung	Hun	(pictured),	with	whom	he	had	previously	worked,	appear	as	the	recruiter	and	the	Front	Man,	respectively,	in	Squid	Game.
Hwang	said	he	chose	to	cast	Lee	Jung-jae	as	Gi-hun	as	to	"destroy	his	charismatic	image	portrayed	in	his	previous	roles".[50]	HoYeon	Jung	was	requested	by	her	new	management	company	to	send	a	video	to	audition	for	the	series	while	she	was	finishing	a	shoot	in	Mexico	and	preparing	for	New	York	Fashion	Week.	Although	this	was	her	first	audition
as	an	actor	and	her	expectations	were	low,	Hwang	said,	"The	moment	I	saw	her	audition	tape	from	New	York,	I	immediately	thought	to	myself,	'this	is	the	girl	we	want.'	My	first	impression	of	her	was	that	she	is	wild	and	free	like	an	untamed	horse".[51][52][53]	On	casting	Ali	Abdul,	Hwang	said,	"It	was	hard	to	find	good	foreign	actors	in	Korea."	He
chose	Anupam	Tripathi	because	of	his	emotional	acting	capabilities	and	fluency	in	Korean.[54]	Both	Gong	Yoo	and	Lee	Byung	Hun	had	worked	with	Hwang	during	his	previous	films,	Silenced	and	The	Fortress	respectively,	and	Hwang	had	asked	both	to	appear	in	small	roles	within	Squid	Game.[51]	The	VIPs	were	selected	from	non-Korean	actors	living
in	Asia;	in	the	case	of	Geoffrey	Giuliano,	who	played	the	VIP	that	interacted	with	Jun-ho,	his	prior	role	from	Train	to	Busan	Presents:	Peninsula	led	to	his	casting	for	Squid	Game.[22]	Casting	for	the	series	was	confirmed	on	June	17,	2020.[55]	Costume,	set	design,	and	filming	External	video	Squid	Game	-	Behind	the	Scenes,	from	Netflix	Production	and
filming	of	the	series	ran	from	June	to	October	2020,	including	a	mandatory	month	break	due	to	the	ongoing	COVID-19	pandemic.[56]	City	scenes	were	filmed	in	Daejeon,[57]	while	the	island	setpieces	were	filmed	on	Seongapdo	located	in	Ongjin.[58]	The	shapes	of	Ojingo	(Squid)	played	heavily	in	the	graphic	design	of	the	show.As	Netflix	was	targeting
the	work	for	a	global	audience,	the	visuals	were	emphasized	and	some	of	the	rules	of	the	children's	games	were	simplified	to	avoid	potential	issues	with	the	language	barrier.[35]	The	colorful	sets	and	costumes	were	designed	to	look	like	a	fantasy	world.	The	players	and	soldiers	each	wear	a	distinctive	color,	to	reduce	the	sense	of	individuality	and
emphasize	the	difference	between	the	two	groups.[31]	The	green	tracksuits	worn	by	the	players	were	inspired	by	1970s	athletic	wear,	known	as	trainingbok	(Korean:	).[59]	The	maze-like	corridors	and	stairs	drew	inspiration	from	the	4-dimensional	stair	drawings	of	M.	C.	Escher	including	Relativity.	Production	designer	Chae	Kyoung-sun	said	these
seemingly	infinite	stairways	represented	"a	form	of	bondage	for	the	contestants".[60]	The	complex	network	of	tunnels	between	the	arena,	the	dorm,	and	the	administrative	office	was	inspired	by	ant	colonies.[31]	Chae	was	also	inspired	by	the	Saemaul	Undong	political	initiative	of	the	1970s	aimed	to	modernize	rural	Korean	villages.[61]	The	mint
green	and	pink	color	theme	throughout	the	show	were	a	common	theme	from	Korean	schools	in	the	1970s	and	1980s,	and	further	reflected	themes	throughout	the	show,	with	the	green-suited	players	to	come	in	fear	and	consider	around	the	color	pink	when	they	are	exposed	to	this	through	the	guards	and	the	stairway	room.[62][60]	The	players'
dormitory	was	envisioned	with	the	concept	of	"people	who	are	abandoned	on	the	road"	according	to	Chae;	this	was	also	used	in	the	tug-of-war	game.[62]	The	room	was	designed	using	white	tiles	and	the	curved	opening	like	a	vehicular	tunnel.	The	bed	and	stairs	initially	were	laid	out	to	look	like	warehouse	shelves,	but	as	the	episodes	progressed	and
these	furnishing	used	as	makeshift	defenses,	they	took	the	appearance	of	broken	ladders	and	stairs,	implying	the	way	these	players	were	trapped	with	no	way	out,	according	to	Chae.[62]	The	dinner	scene	that	took	place	in	the	eighth	episode	was	inspired	by	the	art	installation	The	Dinner	Party	by	Judy	Chicago.[60]	Walls	of	many	of	the	areas	where
the	games	took	place	were	painted	in	skies	inspired	by	The	Empire	of	Light	series	by	René	Magritte.[60]	The	crew	spent	the	most	time	crafting	the	set	for	the	Marbles	game,	creating	a	mix	of	realism	and	fakeness	as	to	mirror	the	life	and	death	nature	of	the	games	themselves.[63]	Chae	stated	that	this	set	was	designed	as	a	combination	of	small
theatrical	stages,	each	stage	representing	parts	of	Player	001's	memories.[62]	The	VIP	room	was	one	of	the	last	pieces	to	be	designed,	and	Chae	said	that	they	decided	on	an	animal-based	theme	for	both	the	costumes	and	room	for	this;	"The	VIPs	are	the	kind	of	people	who	take	other	people's	lives	for	entertainment	and	treat	them	like	game	pieces	on
a	chessboard,	so	I	wanted	to	create	a	powerful	and	instinctive	look	for	the	room."[62]	Most	sets	were	a	combination	of	practical	sets	and	chroma	key	backgrounds.	For	example,	in	the	Glass	Stepping	Stones	scenes,	the	set,	designed	as	if	in	a	circus	tent	for	the	players	performing	for	the	VIPs,	was	only	1.5	metres	(4.9	ft)	off	the	ground,	using	chroma
key	screens	to	simulate	the	height	in	post-production.	In	filming,	this	was	far	enough	from	the	ground	to	make	the	actors	nervous,	which	contributed	to	the	scene.[63][62]	The	tug-of-war	set	was	actually	set	more	than	10	metres	(33	ft)	off	the	ground,	which	further	created	anxiety	for	some	of	the	actors	with	fears	of	heights.[62]	The	robot	doll	in	the
first	episode,	"Red	Light,	Green	Light",	was	inspired	by	Younghee,	a	character	who	appeared	on	the	covers	of	Korean	textbooks	Chul-soo	and	Young-hee	in	the	1970s	and	1980s,[60]	and	her	hairstyle	was	inspired	by	Hwang's	daughter's.[59][62]	The	doll	singsongs,	in	Korean,	"Mugunghwa	Flower	has	Blossomed",	referring	to	the	hibiscus	syriacus,	the
national	flower	of	South	Korea.[46]	The	use	of	this	familiar	character	was	meant	to	juxtapose	memories	of	childhood	and	unsettling	fear	in	the	players,	according	to	Chae.[62]	Similarly,	the	set	for	the	dalgona	game,	using	giant	pieces	of	playground	equipment,	were	to	evoke	players'	memories	of	their	childhood,	and	was	a	common	place	where	Korean
children	would	have	played	dalgona	with	friends.[62]	The	dalgona	used	in	"The	Man	with	the	Umbrella"	were	made	by	a	street	vendor	from	Daehangno.[64]	The	Korean	and	English	language	title	logos	incorporated	the	circle,	triangle	and	square	shapes	into	their	design.	Throughout	the	series,	the	trio	of	circle,	triangle,	and	square	shapes	appear
frequently	on	the	cards	given	to	recruit	players,	on	the	guards'	masks,	and	inside	the	show's	title.	These	are	shapes	associated	with	the	playing	field	for	the	children's	game	of	Squid	(Ojing-eo).	They	are	also	used	to	represent	the	hierarchy	of	the	guards	within	the	complex.	Following	from	the	comparison	with	an	ant	colony,	the	guards	with	circles	are
considered	the	workers,	triangles	as	the	soldiers,	and	squares	as	the	managers	(see	also:	Korean	honorifics).	Further,	in	the	Korean	alphabet,	Hangul,	the	circle	represents	the	romanized	letter	"O",	the	triangle	represents	part	of	the	letter	"J",	and	the	square	represents	the	letter	"M";	together,	"OJM"	are	the	romanized	initials	of	Ojing-eo	Geim,	the
Korean	translation	of	Squid	Game.[65]	Jung	Jae-il	composed	the	score	for	the	series.	Music	Jung	Jae-il,	who	had	previously	composed	the	soundtrack	for	Parasite,	directed	and	composed	Squid	Game's	score.[66]	To	prevent	the	score	from	becoming	boring,	Jung	asked	the	help	of	two	other	composers:	Park	Min-ju	and	Kim	Sung-soo,	a	music	director	for
musicals	who	uses	the	stage	name	"23"	when	working	as	a	composer.[67]	Two	classical	music	pieces	are	also	used	throughout	the	show	as	part	of	the	routine	for	the	players:	the	third	movement	of	Joseph	Haydn's	"Trumpet	Concerto"	is	used	to	wake	the	players,	while	Johann	Strauss	II's	"The	Blue	Danube"	is	used	to	indicate	the	start	of	a	new	game.
[66]	Ludwig	van	Beethoven's	"Fifth	Symphony"	is	also	used	for	background	music	in	the	VIP	lounge.[66]	A	cover	of	"Fly	Me	to	the	Moon",[h]	arranged	by	Jung	and	sung	by	Korean	artist	Joo	Won	Shin,	was	used	over	the	"Red	Light,	Green	Light"	game	of	the	first	episode;	according	to	Joo,	Hwang	wanted	a	contrast	between	the	brutal	killing	of	the
players	in	the	game	and	the	"romantic	and	beautiful	lyrics	and	melody"	of	the	song,	such	that	the	scene	"embodies	the	increasingly	polarized	capitalist	society	that	we	live	in	today	in	a	very	compressed	and	cynical	way".[68]	For	the	song	"Way	Back	Then"	that	accompanies	children	playing	Squid	Game,	Jung	wanted	to	use	instruments	that	he
practiced	in	elementary	school,	such	as	recorders	and	castanets.[67]	The	rhythm	of	the	song	is	based	on	a	3-3-7	clapping	rhythm	that	is	commonly	used	in	South	Korea	to	cheer	someone	on.[67]	The	recorder,	played	by	Jung	himself,	had	a	slight	"beep",	which	was	unintentional.[69]	The	song	"Round	VI"	was	played	by	the	Budapest	Scoring	Orchestra.
[70]	The	soundtrack	was	released	on	September	17,	2021.[71]	Squid	GameSoundtrack	albumReleasedSeptember	17,	2021	(2021-09-17)GenreSoundtrackLength71:35LanguageKoreanEnglishLabelGenie	MusicStone	Music	Entertainment	Squid	Game	track	listingNo.TitleMusicArtistLength1."Way	Back	Then"Jung	Jae-ilJung	Jae-il2:312."Round	I"Jung
Jae-ilJung	Jae-il1:193."The	Rope	Is	Tied"Jung	Jae-ilJung	Jae-il3:184."Pink	Soldiers"23230:385."Hostage	Crisis"23232:226."I	Remember	My	Name"Jung	Jae-il	3:137."Unfolded..."Jung	Jae-il	2:388."Needles	and	Dalgona"Park	Min-ju	3:449."The	Fat	and	the	Rats"Park	Min-ju	1:5210."It	Hurts	So	Bad"Jung	Jae-il	1:1311."Delivery"23	4:5512."Dead
End"23	5:2513."Round	VI"Jung	Jae-il	5:5414."Wife,	Husband	and	4.56	Billion"Jung	Jae-il	4:2615."Murder	Without	Violence"Park	Min-ju	1:5316."Slaughterhouse	III"Jung	Jae-il	8:1617."Owe"Jung	Jae-il	2:2618."Uh..."Jung	Jae-il	3:3819."Dawn"Jung	Jae-il	6:4120."Let's	Go	Out	Tonight"Jung	Jae-il	3:2721."Poor	Boy"Jung	Jae-il	1:46Total	length:71:35	A
promotional	event	for	Squid	Game	in	Shibuya.	In	the	Philippines,	a	replica	of	the	doll	used	in	the	episode	one	of	the	series	was	exhibited	on	Ortigas	Avenue	in	Quezon	City	in	September	2021.[72]	A	Squid	Game	doll	was	installed	in	Olympic	Park,	Seoul	on	October	25,	2021.[73]	A	replica	of	Squid	Game's	set	was	exhibited	at	the	Itaewon	station	in
Seoul	since	September	5,	2021.[74][75]	However,	the	exhibit	was	prematurely	closed	due	to	COVID-19	quarantine	regulation	concerns.[76]	A	Squid	Game	pop-up	store	opened	in	Paris	on	October	2	and	3,	and	a	person	could	win	a	free	one-month	Netflix	subscription	if	they	managed	to	get	the	right	shape	from	the	dalgona	in	one	minute	and	30
seconds.[77][78]	In	the	Netherlands,	Netflix	hosted	its	own	Squid	Game	where	people	were	able	to	play	the	game	Red	Light,	Green	Light	in	both	Maastricht	and	Rotterdam.	A	replica	of	the	doll	was	exhibited	and	staff	were	dressed	as	guards.	Winners	were	awarded	with	Squid	Game	memorabilia.	The	event	attracted	hundreds	of	people.[79][80][81]
Similar	events	featuring	replicas	of	the	doll	have	occurred	across	the	world,	including	Sydney[82]	and	the	United	Kingdom.[83]	In	October	2021,	the	Hollywood	Reporter	interviewed	Netflix	Asia's	executive	Kim	Minyoung,	who	said	that	the	company	was	looking	into	a	possible	video	game	adaptation	of	the	series.[41]	Netflix	has	licensed	Squid	Game
for	merchandising.	A	Young-hee	vinyl	figure	was	released	in	January	2022.[84]	Funko	plans	to	release	a	set	of	Squid	Game	themed	Funko	Pop!	figurines	in	May	2022.[85]	Reception	This	section	may	be	too	long	to	read	and	navigate	comfortably.	Please	consider	splitting	content	into	sub-articles,	condensing	it,	or	adding	subheadings.	Please	discuss
this	issue	on	the	article's	talk	page.	(November	2021)	Critical	reception	The	show	received	critical	acclaim.[86]	On	the	review	aggregator	Rotten	Tomatoes,	the	series	has	an	approval	rating	of	94%	based	on	63	reviews,	with	an	average	rating	of	8.20/10.	The	website's	critics	consensus	reads:	"Squid	Game's	unflinching	brutality	is	not	for	the	faint	of
heart,	but	sharp	social	commentary	and	a	surprisingly	tender	core	will	keep	viewers	glued	to	the	screen	–	even	if	it's	while	watching	between	their	fingers."[87]	On	Metacritic,	the	series	has	a	weighted	average	score	of	69	out	of	100	based	on	13	critics,	indicating	"generally	favorable	reviews".[88]	Joel	Keller	of	Decider	opined	that	the	concept	of	the
show	was	creative.	When	writing	about	the	narrative,	he	described	it	as	"a	tight	narrative	and	a	story	that	has	the	potential	to	be	tense	and	exciting."	Keller	concluded,	"STREAM	IT.	Squid	Game	takes	a	fresh	idea	and	spins	it	into	a	thrilling	drama;	we	hope	it	continues	to	build	the	tension	we	saw	in	the	last	20	minutes	throughout	the	season."[89]
Pierce	Conran	of	the	South	China	Morning	Post	rated	the	series	with	4.5	out	of	5	stars	and	wrote,	"Overall,	this	is	still	a	savagely	entertaining	slam	dunk	from	Netflix	Korea,	which	is	likely	to	be	embraced	around	the	world	as	its	predecessors	were."[90]	Hidzir	Junaini	of	NME	rated	the	series	with	4	out	of	5	stars	and	opined,	"Thematic	intelligence
aside,	Squid	Game	is	also	a	white-knuckle	watch,	thanks	to	its	visceral	competition	element."[91]	John	Doyle	of	The	Globe	and	Mail	described	the	series	as	"a	brave,	dark,	ambitious	tale,	at	times	moving	and	at	times	terrifying"	and	added,	"Its	power	is	in	its	understanding	that	money	is	survival.	This	is	not	some	dystopian	fantasy	like	Hunger	Games.
This	is	present-day	life	in	all	its	complex	awfulness."[92]	Karl	Quinn	of	The	Age	described	the	series	as	"enormously	derivative",	but	wrote:	"there	are	two	tensions	that	elevate	Squid	Game.	One	is	within	the	narrative,	where	the	primacy	of	the	individual	is	in	direct	combat	with	the	notion	of	community,	and	where	the	illusion	of	"choice"	justifies	all
manner	of	exploitation."[93]	S.	Poorvaja	of	The	Hindu	wrote	that	"the	nine	episodes	manage	to	leave	its	viewers	horrified,	yet	invested	in	the	show,	thanks	to	the	razor-sharp	writing	and	compelling	performances	by	its	ensemble	cast."[94]	Abha	Shah	of	the	Evening	Standard	wrote	that	the	series	was	"tightly	written,	each	episode	packed	with	enough
pace	to	make	it	truly	binge	worthy",	and	praised	its	themes	as	being	"universally	engaging".[95]	Hugo	Rifkind	of	The	Times	described	parts	of	the	series	as	being	"glacially	slow",	but	stated	that	it	was	"definitely	interesting",	and	wrote:	"Behind	it	all,	there's	an	almost	Lovecraftian	sense	of	horror,	to	do	with	normal	lives	being	unliveable,	and	huge,
unknowable	powers	in	the	background	that	will	smirk	while	you	die."[96]	Writing	for	The	New	York	Times,	TV	critic	Mike	Hale	found	Squid	Game	to	be	an	"utterly	traditional,	and	thoroughly	predictable	...	melodrama"	with	"eye-catching"	but	"not	especially	interesting	...	production	design	and	costuming".	He	also	thought	the	series'	"pretense	of
contemporary	social	relevance"	failed	to	justify	its	"more	than	mildly	sickening"	violence,	and	thought	its	characters	were	"shallow	assemblages	of	family	and	battlefield	clichés".[97]	Daniel	D'Addario	of	Variety	wrote:	"Like	Joker,	there's	a	having-it-both-ways	insistence	that	a	culture	that	could	create	violence	is	inherently	sick	and	deranged,	while
playing	out	a	wildly	overstated	version	of	sick	derangement	in	a	manner	designed	to	be	maximally	tense	and	amusing."[98]	Due	to	the	popularity	of	Squid	Game,	Singapore's	national	newspaper	The	Straits	Times	named	the	show's	director	Hwang	as	The	Straits	Times	Asian	of	the	Year	in	December	2021.[99]	Viewership	The	series	became	the	first
Korean	drama	to	top	Netflix's	top	ten	weekly	most-watched	TV	show	charts	globally.	It	reached	number	one	in	94	countries,	including	the	United	States	and	the	United	Kingdom.[100]	Netflix	estimated	that	Squid	Game	had	drawn	over	111	million	member	households	worldwide	after	17	days	of	availability,[101][i]	and	over	142	million	member
households	after	28	days,[102]	surpassing	the	82	million	that	Bridgerton	had	received	in	its	first	28	days	in	December	2020,	and	becoming	the	service's	most-watched	series	at	its	launch.[103]	After	Netflix	revamped	its	published	metrics	of	viewership	in	November	2021	based	on	total	hours	watched	of	the	series,	Squid	Game	remained	the	most-
watched	show	on	the	service,	with	over	1.65	billion	hours	within	its	first	28	days	compared	to	Bridgerton's	625	million	hours.[104]	Although	Netflix	is	not	available	in	mainland	China,	pirated	versions	of	Squid	Game	have	been	widely	circulated	on	the	Chinese	Internet,	making	the	show	a	popular	topic	on	Chinese	social	networking	sites.[105]	Outside
of	Asian	regions,	its	popularity	was	driven	primarily	through	word	of	mouth	and	viral	spread	on	social	media.	Vulture	also	claimed	that	the	show's	widespread	localization,	with	subtitles	in	37	languages	and	dubbed	versions	in	34	languages,	helped	to	capture	an	international	audience.[37]	Hwang	believed	that	the	popularity	was	due	"by	the	irony	that
hopeless	grownups	risk	their	lives	to	win	a	kids'	game",	as	well	as	the	familiarity	and	simplicity	of	the	games	that	allowed	the	show	to	focus	on	characterization.[106]	The	diversity	of	the	characters	that	play	the	Squid	Game,	drawing	from	different	walks	of	lower-	and	middle-class	life,	also	helps	draw	audiences	to	watch	as	many	could	find	sympathy	in
one	or	more	of	the	characters.[106]	Squid	Game	had	not	broken	into	the	Nielsen	ratings	for	streaming	media	on	its	first	week	of	availability,	but	for	the	week	of	September	20	through	26,	2021,	it	was	the	most-viewed	show	on	streaming	services	in	the	United	States,	with	over	1.9	billion	minutes	watched.[107]	It	remained	the	top-viewed	program	on
streaming	media	from	September	27	to	October	3,	2021,	reaching	over	3.26	billion	minutes	watched	in	the	U.S.	These	ratings	made	it	the	most-viewed	streaming	program	to	date	in	2021,	and	the	sixth	such	program	to	reach	over	3	billion	minutes	watched	in	a	single	week	since	the	introduction	of	Nielsen's	streaming	media	ratings.[108][j]	This	is	the
only	record	achieved	in	a	single	season	without	COVID-19	lockdowns.[109]	Squid	Game	remained	the	most-watched	show	according	to	Nielsen	for	the	weeks	starting	October	4	and	11,	2021,[110][111]	but	was	ousted	by	You	in	the	following	week.[112]	For	four	consecutive	weeks,	Squid	Game	remained	as	the	most	watched	series	on	TV	tracking
service	TV	Time,	where	it	also	became	the	most	followed	Korean	series	to	date.[113]	On	YouTube,	Squid	Game	related	content	generated	17	billion	views	within	eight	weeks,	the	highest	for	a	television	show,	surpassing	the	viewership	generated	by	Game	of	Thrones	related	content	in	ten	years.[114]	Nielsen	reported	that	Squid	Game	was	the	second-
most	watched	original	series	in	the	United	States	on	streaming	services	for	all	of	2021,	following	Lucifier.[115]	According	to	Bloomberg	News,	by	October	2021,	Netflix	estimated	that	Squid	Game	had	generated	nearly	US$900	million	in	value	based	on	extended	viewer	data;[116]	it	cost	$21.4	million	to	produce.[117]	Due	to	Squid	Game's	surprising
success	for	Netflix,	operators	of	other	streaming	services	with	original	content,	such	as	Disney+,	Paramount+	and	Apple	TV+,	have	begun	looking	to	follow	Netflix's	model	of	discovering	regional	content	beyond	Hollywood	and	finding	similarly	successful	works	for	their	platforms,	with	one	executive	calling	this	an	area	of	"unlimited	potential".[118]
Besides	bringing	new	ideas	and	veering	from	common	themes	of	typical	Hollywood	productions,	such	foreign	productions	are	typically	less	expensive	to	make,	with	tax	breaks	or	incentives	by	the	host	country	for	filming	and	production.[119]	Several	producers	of	non-US	TV	series,	who	had	little	luck	in	pitching	their	shows	to	US-based	streaming
services	in	the	past,	were	hopeful	that	these	services	would	now	seriously	consider	their	works	as	a	result	of	Squid	Game's	success.[118]	Accolades	Year	Award	Category	Nominee(s)	Result	Ref.	2021	Gotham	Awards	Breakthrough	Series	–	Long	Form	Kim	Ji-yeon	and	Hwang	Dong-hyuk	Won	[120][121]	Outstanding	Performance	in	a	New	Series	Lee
Jung-jae	Nominated	Hollywood	Music	in	Media	Awards	Score	-	TV	Show/Limited	Series	Jung	Jae-il	Won	[122]	People's	Choice	Awards	Bingeworthy	Show	of	the	Year	Squid	Game	Won	[123][124]	Rose	d'Or	Drama	Program	Squid	Game	Nominated	[125][126]	Art	Directors	Guild	Awards	Excellence	in	Production	Design	for	a	One-Hour	Contemporary
Single-Camera	Series	Chae	Kyoung-sun	(for	"Gganbu")	Won	[127][128]	Critics'	Choice	Television	Awards	Best	Drama	Series	Squid	Game	Nominated	[129][130]	Best	Actor	in	a	Drama	Series	Lee	Jung-jae	Won	Best	Foreign	Language	Series	Squid	Game	Won	AFI	Awards	Special	Award	Squid	Game	Won	[131]	Golden	Globe	Awards	Best	Television	Series
–	Drama	Squid	Game	Nominated	[132][133]	Best	Actor	in	a	Television	Series	–	Drama	Lee	Jung-jae	Nominated	Best	Supporting	Actor	–	Television	O	Yeong-su	Won	Producers	Guild	of	America	Awards	Outstanding	Producer	of	Episodic	Television	–	Drama	Squid	Game	Nominated	[134]	Screen	Actors	Guild	Awards	Outstanding	Performance	by	an
Ensemble	in	a	Drama	Series	Lee	Jung-jae,	Park	Hae-soo,	Wi	Ha-joon,	Hoyeon	Jung,	Anupam	Tripathi,	Heo	Sung-tae,	O	Yeong-su,	and	Kim	Joo-ryoung	Nominated	[135][136][137]	Outstanding	Performance	by	a	Male	Actor	in	a	Drama	Series	Lee	Jung-jae	Won	Outstanding	Performance	by	a	Female	Actor	in	a	Drama	Series	Jung	Ho-yeon	Won	Outstanding
Performance	by	a	Stunt	Ensemble	in	a	Television	Series	Squid	Game	Won	Golden	Reel	Awards	Outstanding	Achievement	in	Sound	Editing	–	Series	1	Hour	–	Comedy	or	Drama	–	Dialogue	and	ADR	Hye-Young	Kang,	Tae-Young	Choi,	Byung-In	Kim,	Eun-Ji	Ye	(for	"VIPS")	Nominated	[138][139]	Outstanding	Achievement	in	Sound	Editing	–	Series	1	Hour	–
Comedy	or	Drama	–	Sound	Effects	and	Foley	Hye-Young	Kang,	Ye-Jin	Jo,	Hye-Jin	Yang,	Taek-Hyun	Hong,	Chung-Gyu	Lee	(for	"VIPS")	Nominated	Outstanding	Achievement	in	Sound	Editing	–	Series	1	Hour	–	Comedy	or	Drama	–	Music	Jae-il	Jung	(for	"Red	Light,	Green	Light")	Nominated	Cinema	Audio	Society	Awards	Outstanding	Achievement	in	Sound
Mixing	for	Television	Series	–	One	Hour	Park	Hyeon-Soo,	Serge	Perron,	Cameron	Sloan	(for	"VIPS")	Nominated	[140]	Costume	Designers	Guild	Awards	Excellence	in	Contemporary	Television	Cho	Sang-kyung	(for	"VIPS")	Nominated	[141]	2022	Visual	Effects	Society	Awards	Outstanding	Supporting	Visual	Effects	in	a	Photoreal	Episode	Jaihoon	Jung,
Hyejin	Kim,	Hyungrok	Kim,	Sungman	Jun	(for	"VIPS")	Nominated	[142][143]	American	Cinema	Editors	Awards	Best	Edited	Drama	Series	Nam	Na-young	(for	"Gganbu")	Nominated	[144][145]	Independent	Spirit	Awards	Best	Male	Performance	in	a	New	Scripted	Series	Lee	Jung-jae	Won	[146]	Critics'	Choice	Super	Awards	Best	Action	Series	Squid
Game	Won	[147]	Best	Actor	in	an	Action	Series	Lee	Jung-jae	Won	Best	Actress	in	an	Action	Series	HoYeon	Jung	Won	Kim	Joo-ryoung	Nominated	British	Academy	Television	Awards	Best	International	Programme	Squid	Game	Pending	[148]	Virgin	TV's	Must-See	Moment	"Red	Light,	Green	Light	game"	Pending	58th	Baeksang	Arts	Awards	Best	Drama
Squid	Game	Pending	[149][150]	Best	Director	Hwang	Dong-hyuk	Pending	Best	Actor	Lee	Jung-jae	Pending	Best	Supporting	Actor	Heo	Sung-tae	Pending	Best	Supporting	Actress	Kim	Joo-ryoung	Pending	Best	New	Actress	Jung	Ho-yeon	Pending	Best	Screenplay	Hwang	Dong-hyuk	Pending	Baeksang	Arts	Technical	Award	(Art	direction)	Chae	Kyung-sun
Pending	Baeksang	Arts	Technical	Award	(Music)	Jung	Jae-il	Pending	O	Yeong-su's	Golden	Globe	win	made	him	the	first	Korean-born	actor	to	win	the	award.	The	show's	four	SAG	Award	nominations	also	made	history	in	it	becoming	the	first	non-English	series	and	first	Korean	series	to	be	nominated	for	Outstanding	Performance	by	an	Ensemble	in	a
Drama	Series.	Individually,	Lee	Jung-jae	became	the	first	male	actor	from	Asia	and	Korea	to	receive	an	individual	SAG	Award	nomination	and	HoYeon	Jung	became	the	second	actress	of	Asian	as	well	as	Korean	descent	to	do	the	same.[151]	With	both	performers	winning,	the	show	made	history	in	becoming	the	first	non-English	language	television
series	to	win	at	the	SAG	Awards.	Public	response	People	cosplaying	as	guards	from	the	series.	Cosplay	of	Squid	Game	players	for	Halloween	in	Tokyo,	2021	Squid	Game	was	considered	one	of	the	latest	examples	of	the	growing	trend	of	popular	South	Korean	media	to	gain	international	attention	since	the	late	2010s,	similar	to	popular	K-pop	bands	like
BTS	and	K-dramas	and	films	like	Parasite.	Such	works	had	drawn	more	attention	due	to	streaming	services	like	Netflix	and	YouTube	making	South	Korean	content,	traditionally	controlled	by	the	country's	national	broadcasters,	available	across	the	globe.	Further,	according	to	Choe	Sang-Hun	of	The	New	York	Times,	South	Korean	creators	have	a	way
of	taking	ideas	from	foreign	works	and	applying	their	own	cultural	spin	on	it	that	draws	in	more	audiences.[152]	While	all	of	the	actors	saw	increases	in	followers	on	their	social	media	accounts	in	the	weeks	after	Squid	Game	premiered,	HoYeon	Jung	saw	one	of	the	largest	increases,	going	from	about	400,000	to	over	13	million	followers	in	three	weeks
after	Squid	Game	premiered,[153]	and	reaching	over	23.5	million	by	November	2021.[154]	In	October	2021,	the	fashion	brand	Louis	Vuitton	announced	Jung	as	their	new	global	ambassador	for	fashion,	watches,	and	jewelry;	creative	director	Nicolas	Ghesquière	said	he	"immediately	fell	in	love	with	Jung's	great	talent	and	fantastic	personality"	from
her	performance	on	Squid	Game.[155]	O	Yeong-su,	who	had	a	modest	career	in	Korean	theater	and	film	prior	to	Squid	Game,	was	surprised	by	his	newfound	fame	following	the	show,	making	him	feel	like	he	was	"floating	on	air".	Lacking	a	casting	agent,	he	had	to	turn	to	help	from	his	daughter	to	handle	the	volume	of	calls	asking	him	to	appear	in
various	roles.[156]	Several	major	talent	agencies	sought	to	sign	Hwang	and	the	lead	actors	of	Squid	Game	in	the	months	after	its	debut,	with	Jung	being	the	first	to	sign	on	with	Creative	Artists	Agency	by	mid-November	2021.[154]	In	South	Korea,	the	popularity	of	Squid	Game	led	to	a	surge	of	network	traffic	which	caused	SK	Broadband	to	file	a
lawsuit	against	Netflix,	seeking	monetary	damages	to	pay	for	increased	broadband	usage	and	maintenance	costs	associated	with	the	program.[157]	One	of	the	phone	numbers	used	in	the	show	belonged	to	a	private	resident	who	reported	receiving	up	to	4,000	calls	each	day	from	people,	several	of	whom	desired	to	play	a	real-life	version	of	the	game;
[158]	Netflix	stated	they	would	edit	the	show	to	remove	the	number.[159]	Vendors	of	dalgona,	the	honeycomb	candy	featured	in	the	second	game,	both	within	Korea	and	internationally	found	a	significant	increase	in	sales	after	the	show's	release.[160][161]	Everyday	clothing	items	matching	those	worn	in	the	show	saw	large	growths	in	sales	in	the
weeks	after	the	show's	initial	broadcast,	such	as	Vans	slip-on	shoes	which	spiked	by	7,800%.	Variety	attributed	this	sales	increase	in	part	to	preparation	for	Halloween	costumes	inspired	by	the	show.[162][163][164]	Vendors	of	other	costume	props	that	mirrored	those	in	the	show,	such	as	the	guards'	masks,	also	saw	sales	spikes	in	advance	of
Halloween	following	the	show's	premiere.[165]	The	garment	industry	in	South	Korea	saw	a	brief	resurgence	as	demand	for	green	tracksuits	based	on	the	show	grew.[166]	Netflix	claimed	that	Squid	Game	had	"pierced	the	cultural	zeitgeist"	and	became	a	popular	Internet	meme,	with	over	42	billion	views	of	videos	related	to	Squid	Game	in	the	first
month	after	broadcast.[102]	Analytics	firm	Vobile	stated	that	by	November	2021,	views	of	Squid	Game-related	videos	on	YouTube	had	surpassed	17	billion	views,	surpassing	that	for	Game	of	Thrones.[167]	On	October	16,	2021,	an	episode	of	the	American	late-night	live	television	sketch	comedy	and	variety	show	Saturday	Night	Live,	featuring	guest
host	Rami	Malek	and	cast	member	Pete	Davidson,	parodied	Squid	Game	by	singing	a	country	song	about	the	series.	As	of	November	5,	2021,	the	song	has	over	9.6	million	views	on	Saturday	Night	Live's	YouTube	channel.[168][169]	In	November	2021,	American	YouTuber	Jimmy	Donaldson	aka	MrBeast	recreated	Squid	Game	in	real	life	with	456
people	competing	in	similar	but	non-lethal	games	as	the	show	for	a	$456,000	cash	prize.[170]	The	video	drew	more	than	137.9	million	views	as	of	December	2,	2021,	making	it	one	of	the	most-watched	YouTube	videos	of	2021.[171]	Series	creator	Hwang	has	reacted	positively	to	the	recreations	and	parodies.[172]	Google	reported	that	Squid	Game	was
the	most-searched	television	show	on	search	engine	in	2021,[173]	while	Twitter	said	that	Squid	Game	was	the	most-tweeted	about	television	show	of	2021.[174]	Shortly	after	the	show's	release,	users	of	social	media	adapted	some	of	the	games	featured	in	Squid	Game	as	Internet	challenges,	including	the	first	"Red	Light,	Green	Light"	game	and	the
second	honeycomb	cookie	game.[175]	Users	of	video	games	supporting	user-created	content,	such	as	Roblox,	Fortnite	Creative,	and	Grand	Theft	Auto	Online,	created	numerous	games	within	these	systems	that	were	based	on	one	or	more	of	the	Squid	Game	challenges.[176][177][178]	A	video	game	named	Crab	Game	was	also	created	in	response	to
Squid	Game's	popularity.[179]	Some	groups	also	worked	to	organize	safe,	mock	Squid	Game	events	for	fans	of	the	show.[180][181]	Concerns	have	been	raised	about	children's	exposure	to	Squid	Game	from	either	watching	it	or	through	its	viral	popularity,	as	it	is	considered	to	have	a	high	level	of	violence	for	that	age	group.[182]	A	number	of	schools
around	the	United	Kingdom	observed	that	despite	the	show	being	aimed	at	mature	audiences,	young	children	were	emulating	some	of	the	games	from	Squid	Game	during	school	recess,	and	warned	parents	about	these	activities.[183]	Parents	and	school	boards	in	Quebec,	Canada	and	in	the	Fayetteville-Manlius	Central	School	District	of	New	York
have	also	observed	young	children	emulating	games	from	Squid	Game	and	taken	steps	such	as	warning	parents	and	banning	such	activities	from	school	grounds.[184][185]	Chinese	online	video	platform	Youku	announced	plans	in	October	2021	to	launch	the	show	Squid	Victory	(鱿鱼的胜利)	in	2022.	The	upcoming	show,	initially	named	Victory	of	Squid,
was	heavily	criticized	by	Chinese	netizens	after	it	was	discovered	that	it	had	plagiarized	the	plot	and	themes	of	Squid	Game.	After	facing	criticism,	the	company	apologized	and	stated	that	the	show's	poster	and	the	title	were	abandoned.	Youku	later	shared	a	new	poster	and	announced	that	the	show's	name	has	been	changed	to	Game's	Victory.[186]
[187][188]	Squid	Game	has	been	accused	of	plagiarizing	the	2014	Japanese	movie	As	the	Gods	Will,	as	both	involve	children's	games	where	the	penalty	for	losing	is	death.	However,	writer-director	Hwang	Dong-hyuk	claimed	he	wrote	Squid	Game's	script	in	2009	(5	years	before	As	the	Gods	Will	was	released),	saying	"the	similarities	that	were	pointed
out	are	purely	coincidental	and	there	is	no	copying	from	either	party."[189]	The	show	was	used	as	the	basis	for	an	unaffiliated	short-lived	cryptocurrency	scam	named	SQUID	which	had	started	trading	in	late	October	2021.	The	currency	was	poised	to	be	used	eventually	to	back	a	site	for	online	games	where	player	would	buy	tokens	to	play	in	games
inspired	by	Squid	Game,	with	those	buying	the	currency	helping	to	support	the	investment	of	the	site,	with	the	currency's	value	to	increase	as	more	players	used	the	site.	The	currency	had	drawn	enough	buyers	to	increase	in	value	by	over	2,300%	within	a	day	of	trading,	but	news	organizations	like	the	BBC	identified	that	the	scheme	appears	to	be	a
"rug	pull"	scam	due	to	several	red	flags	in	the	proposition.[190]	By	November	1,	2021,	the	backers	of	the	currency	completely	pulled	out,	crashing	the	currency	and	effectively	making	off	with	$2.1	million.[191]	YouTuber	and	member	of	the	Yogscast	collective	of	content	creators	Lydia	Ellery,	who	had	used	the	handles	"Squid	Game"	and
"SquidGaming"	for	11	years,	was	refused	work	because	of	her	handle's	perceived	association	with	the	show.	She	has	also	been	subject	to	harassment	by	fans	of	Squid	Game	who	"thought	[she]	took	the	account	from	the	show.",	with	some	fans	attempting	to	hack	into	her	accounts.[192]	Themes	and	analysis	Capitalism	and	economic	disparity	Hwang
wrote	Squid	Game	based	on	his	own	personal	experiences	and	observations	of	capitalism	and	economic	class	struggles	within	South	Korea.[34]	Hwang	also	considered	that	his	script	was	targeted	towards	global	issues	regarding	capitalism,	stating,	"I	wanted	to	create	something	that	would	resonate	not	just	for	Korean	people	but	globally.	This	was	my
dream."	and	"I	do	believe	that	the	overall	global	economic	order	is	unequal	and	that	around	90%	of	the	people	believe	that	it's	unfair.	During	the	pandemic,	poorer	countries	can't	get	their	people	vaccinated.	They're	contracting	viruses	on	the	streets	and	even	dying.	So	I	did	try	to	convey	a	message	about	modern	capitalism.	As	I	said,	it's	not
profound."[27]	Commentators	agreed	that	these	themes	applied	to	capitalism	across	the	globe	today.[92][193][194][195][196]	The	Guardian's	Nemo	Kim	and	Justin	McCurry	describe	that	the	situation	that	many	of	the	players	in	Squid	Game	leading	to	their	debt	reflects	the	reality	of	the	South	Korean	personal	debt	crisis,	which	had	exceeded	100%	of
the	country's	gross	domestic	product	at	the	time	the	show	first	broadcast.	Rising	debt	had	led	to	the	government	placing	restrictions	on	borrowing	practices	to	try	to	prevent	people	from	falling	further	in	debt,	but	this	itself	had	the	impact	of	making	other	borrowers	finding	themselves	unable	to	pay	back	loans	without	taking	out	higher-interest	loans,
creating	a	rapid	cascading	effect.[197]	Many	Koreans	in	these	situations,	often	named	as	the	"dirt	spoon"	class,	turn	to	risky	propositions,	such	as	high-risk	investments,	cryptocurrency,	or	gambling,	anticipating	a	big	payoff	but	end	up	further	in	debt	and	exacerbating	the	problem,	according	to	The	Associated	Press's	Kim	Tong-Hyung.[198][199]	The
use	of	trainingbok	outfits	for	the	players	was	said	to	allude	to	their	connotation	with	baeksu,	roughly	translated	as	"white	hands",	people	that	have	not	been	able	to	gain	financial	independence	and	discriminated	by	society	as	they	often	spend	their	days	idle	and	doing	no	work,	according	to	Indiana	University	professor	Jooyoung	Shin.[61]	Brian	Lowry
of	CNN	wrote	that	the	series	"presents	a	visually	arresting	variation	on	themes	seen	plenty	of	times	before,	which	include	tapping	into	the	class	divide	–	and	the	rich	essentially	preying	on	the	poor	and	destitute	–	at	a	moment	when	the	audience	might	be	more	receptive	to	that	message."[200]	Henry	Wong	of	The	Guardian	compared	the	show
favorably	to	the	2019	South	Korean	film	Parasite,	and	said	that	the	show	used	the	"present-day,	very	real	wealth	inequality"	in	South	Korea	as	a	backdrop	to	keep	the	viewer	interested	in	its	characters.[201]	Caitlyn	Clark	of	American	socialist	magazine	Jacobin	also	compared	the	series	favorably	to	Parasite	and	said	that	it	"shreds	the	capitalist	myth
that	hard	work	guarantees	prosperity".[202]	Melanie	McFarland	of	the	American	liberal	website	Salon.com	described	the	series	as	"an	excellent	distillation	of	how	predatory	capitalism	works."[203]	E.	Tammy	Kim	of	American	progressive	magazine	The	Nation	wrote:	"Squid	Game	is	not	a	subtle	show,	either	in	its	politics	or	plot.	Capitalism	is	bloody
and	mean	and	relentless;	it	yells."[193]	Morgan	Ome	of	The	Atlantic	wrote	that	the	series	"fits	into	a	category	of	South	Korean	works	that	grapple	with	economic	anxieties	and	class	struggles,	which	are	rooted	in	the	country's	concerns	but	resonate	globally",	adding	that	it	"indicts	the	rich	for	propagating	a	false	sense	of	upward	mobility	and	the	poor
for	buying	into	it."[204]	Zach	Weissmueller	of	Reason	argued	against	an	anti-capitalist	interpretation	of	the	series,	saying	that	"Squid	Game	isn't	really	about	capitalism,	properly	understood.	It's	about	developing	strategies	for	undermining	and	resisting	authoritarian	control	and	retaining	your	humanity	under	a	system	designed	to	strip	it	all	away."
[205]	As	the	series	was	introduced	ahead	of	the	2022	South	Korean	presidential	election,	several	of	the	candidates	began	using	some	of	the	Squid	Game	imagery	in	their	political	ads	and	challenging	opponents	to	similar	games,[35]	as	well	as	using	the	themes	of	the	series	related	to	economic	disparity	as	part	of	their	political	platform.[206]	The
Korean	Confederation	of	Trade	Unions	used	outfits	and	imagery	based	on	Squid	Game	as	part	of	its	messaging	and	demonstrations	against	the	current	economic	disparity	in	South	Korea.[207]	Closer	to	the	election,	the	campaign	had	become	drowned	in	more	mudslinging,	with	the	various	candidates	calling	out	others	through	insulting	names	and
asserting	that	those	that	lost	would	be	sent	to	jail,	and	as	a	result,	the	campaign	period	became	known	as	the	"Squid	Game	Campaign".[208]	A	North	Korean	state-run	website,	'Arirang	Meari',	used	Squid	Game	to	critically	mock	the	economic	situation	in	South	Korea,	saying	that	it	exposes	the	"beastly"	nature	of	the	"South	Korean	capitalist	society
where	mankind	is	annihilated	by	extreme	competition,"	and	describes	South	Korea	as	a	country	where	"corruption	and	immoral	scoundrels	are	commonplace".[209][210]	A	diplomatic	cable	of	the	United	States	Department	of	State	said,	"At	the	heart	of	the	show's	dark	story	is	the	frustration	felt	by	the	average	Korean,	and	particularly	Korean	youth,
who	struggle	to	find	employment,	marriage,	or	upward	mobility—proving	that	grim	economic	prospects	are	indeed	at	the	center	of	Korean	society's	woes."[211]	Other	commentary	Several	journalists	observed	that	Squid	Game	effectively	used	foreshadowing	in	alluding	to	the	deaths	of	the	major	characters	and	other	elements	of	the	series.[212]	For
example,	Ali	(Player	199)	is	shown	in	the	second	episode	to	be	tricked	by	his	employer	out	of	his	wages,	while	his	death	comes	after	he	is	tricked	into	giving	Sang-woo	his	marbles	in	the	sixth	episode.	Similarly,	the	gangster	Deok-su	(Player	101)	evades	a	set-up	by	his	underlings	in	the	second	episode	by	diving	off	a	bridge,	while	his	death	in	game
comes	from	the	seventh	episode	Stepping	Stones	game	when	pulled	to	his	death	from	the	glass	bridge	by	Mi-nyeo.[213]	Sae-byeok	has	a	scar	on	her	neck	and	holds	a	knife	to	the	neck	of	the	man	who	swindled	her	out	of	her	money;	later	her	throat	is	slit	by	Sang-woo.[214]	Several	additional	scenes	in	early	episodes	also	were	said	to	have	hinted
towards	Il-nam	(Player	001)	being	special	and	not	just	a	normal	player	of	the	game,	including	being	the	only	old	person	among	the	players,	having	the	"001"	player	identification,	and	keen	awareness	of	all	the	games	since	they	were	of	his	design.[215]	The	series	drew	some	criticism	for	its	similarity	to	the	2014	Japanese	film	As	the	Gods	Will.	Like	the
manga	upon	which	the	film	was	based,	Squid	Game	features	dangerous	versions	of	children's	games	such	as	Daruma-san	ga	koronda,	the	Japanese	version	of	Red	Light,	Green	Light.	Responding	to	allegations	of	plagiarism,	director	Hwang	Dong-hyuk	stated	that	he	had	been	working	on	the	script	since	at	least	2008	and	that	similarities	between	the
two	films,	of	which	he	had	been	made	aware	during	the	process	of	filming,	were	coincidental.[216][217]	He	acknowledged	that	he	had	been	inspired	by	Japanese	comics	and	animation,	including	Battle	Royale	and	Liar	Game.[34]	Some	bilingual	viewers	have	debated	the	quality	of	Netflix's	translations,	observing	that	the	English	closed	captioning,



which	was	based	on	the	English	dub,	changed	the	meaning	of	some	dialogue	when	compared	to	the	original	Korean.	Bilingual	performers	for	the	English	dub	acknowledged	that	there	were	some	translation	issues,	and	noted	that	this	type	of	work	is	challenging	due	to	limitations	on	how	captioning	can	be	presented	to	viewers.[218]	Jinhyun	Cho,	a
senior	lecturer	in	translation	at	Macquarie	University,	stated	that	particularly	in	the	Korean	language,	there	are	words	that	are	"untranslatable"	such	as	aegyo,	as	well	as	honorifics	used	in	Korean	culture.	Because	on-screen	translations	are	limited	to	a	small	space,	there	is	no	room	for	translators	to	provide	the	necessary	context	for	these	words,	and
thus	they	are	often	left	out	or	overly	simplified,	frequently	so	in	the	case	of	Squid	Game.	Cho	gave	the	example	of	Sang-woo	asking	Ali	to	call	him	hyung,	a	Korean	honorific	term	used	to	refer	to	one	as	an	older	brother	or	an	older	trusted	friend,	rather	than	the	more	formal	sajang-nim	(company	president)	that	Ali	had	been	using	since	they	first	met.
However,	due	to	the	complexities	of	the	meaning	of	hyung,	the	English	translation	simplified	"Call	me	hyung"	to	just	"call	me	Sang-woo",	losing	the	implication	of	this	request.[219]	The	quality	of	the	subtitles	of	Squid	Game	opened	debate	about	Netflix,	and	other	services	looking	to	expand	their	libraries	with	international	works,	to	give	more	effort	to
the	subtitles	and	closed	captioning	quality	in	order	to	better	capture	meaning	of	the	original	language.[220]	The	show	received	some	criticism	for	its	portrayal	of	women.[221][222]	Haeil,	a	feminist	organisation	in	Korea,	said	that	the	show	was	"neither	a	representation	nor	a	criticism	of	the	reality	of	anti-feminism	in	Korea"	and	that	it	demonstrated
an	"exclusively	male	gaze."[223]	The	show	was	also	found	to	highlight	how	migrant	workers	from	other	Asian	countries	(in	the	case	of	Ali's	character	being	from	Pakistan)	are	treated	and	at	times	exploited	as	second-class	citizens	within	South	Korea,	though	some	found	Ali's	character	to	be	too	naïve	to	the	realities	of	the	situation	and	a	caricature	of
such	migrant	workers	within	the	country.[224][225]	Sequel	Due	to	the	stress	of	writing	and	producing	the	first	series	of	nine	episodes	himself,	Hwang	initially	had	no	immediate	plans	to	write	a	sequel	to	Squid	Game.	He	did	not	have	well-developed	plans	for	a	follow-up	story	and	said	that	if	he	were	to	write	one,	he	would	likely	need	a	staff	of	writers
and	directors	to	help	him.[34]	With	the	immense	popularity	of	the	show,	Hwang	later	opined	about	the	possibility	of	a	second	season,	telling	CNN	"There's	nothing	confirmed	at	the	moment,	but	so	many	people	are	enthusiastic	that	I'm	really	contemplating	it."[43]	Hwang	said	in	an	interview	with	The	Times	that	a	second	season	may	focus	more	on	the
story	of	the	Front	Man	as	well	as	incorporating	more	about	the	police.	Hwang	said	"I	think	the	issue	with	police	officers	is	not	just	an	issue	in	Korea.	I	see	it	on	the	global	news	that	the	police	force	can	be	very	late	in	acting	on	things—there	are	more	victims	or	a	situation	gets	worse	because	of	them	not	acting	fast	enough.	This	was	an	issue	that	I
wanted	to	raise."[226]	He	added	he	also	wanted	to	explore	the	relationship	between	the	cryptic	Front	Man	and	his	policeman	brother	Hwang	Jun-ho,	as	well	as	the	background	of	the	salesman	character	(portrayed	by	Gong	Yoo	in	cameo).[227]	In	late	October	2021,	Hwang	stated	he	was	in	discussions	with	Netflix	regarding	a	sequel;[27]	he	further
stated	he	and	Netflix	were	also	in	discussions	for	a	third	season	in	December	2021.[228]	Hwang	wanted	to	produce	another	film	first	as	well	as	looking	to	secure	a	contract	with	Netflix	to	show	additional	films	he	may	create	alongside	any	further	Squid	Game	seasons,	as	to	avoid	becoming	known	only	for	being	the	Squid	Game	creator.[27]	Hwang
confirmed	that	he	had	begun	conceptualization	work	on	a	second	season	during	a	press	event	in	November	2021,	with	plans	to	bring	back	Lee	Jung-jae	to	reprise	his	role	of	Gi-hun.[229]	Netflix	stated	in	response	to	Hwang's	comments	that	they	had	not	yet	officially	greenlit	a	second	season,	but	were	in	discussions	with	Hwang	towards	one.[230]
During	an	earnings	call	in	January	2022,	Netflix's	Sarandos	said	when	asked	about	a	second	season	"Absolutely...the	Squid	Game	universe	has	just	begun."[231][232][233]	Hwang	said	in	April	2022	that	he	presently	was	working	on	Killing	Old	People	Club,	an	adaption	of	a	work	by	Umberto	Eco,	and	anticipated	that	the	second	season	of	Squid	Game
would	be	completed	and	broadcast	by	2024.[234]	Hwang	confirmed	that	the	characters	of	Gi-hun	and	the	Front	Man	will	return	for	the	second	season.[235]	See	also	Battle	royal	Notes	^	At	the	time	of	broadcast,	₩45.6	billion	was	approximately	US$38	million	or	€33	million.	^	In	an	interview	with	Vanity	Fair,	Hwang	revealed	the	original	number	of
participants	for	the	game	in	the	original	script	was	around	1000,	but	he	later	reduced	the	numbers	due	to	budget	issues.	The	amount	of	total	prize	money	for	the	show	was	set	similar	to	the	largest	amount	of	prize	money	ever	given	for	lotteries	in	South	Korea.	Gi-hun	was	allocated	the	last	number,	456,	to	reflect	his	social	status	in	the	show.[3]	^
Hwang	Dong-Hyuk	said	the	number	was	actually	a	pun	using	the	fact	that	218	in	Korean	is	pronounced	in	the	same	way	as	the	Korean	swear	word	"ssibal"	().[3]	^	lit.	The	day	hibiscus	bloomed.	The	English	title	references	the	game	Red	Light,	Green	Light.	The	Korean	title	references	the	Korean	version	of	the	game.	^	The	title	is	a	reference	to	the
1924	Korean	novel	with	the	same	name	that	tells	the	story	of	a	rickshaw	man	initially	being	happy	earning	a	lot	of	money	from	having	a	lot	of	customers	on	a	rainy	day,	and	thrilled	to	buy	his	wife	some	soup,	only	to	find	his	wife	dead	in	her	house.[26]	^	Following	the	bankruptcy	of	Lehman	Brothers	in	September	2008	and	as	part	of	the	financial	crisis
of	2007–2008,	banks	in	South	Korea	had	tried	to	help	provide	external	investments	to	stabilize	foreign	currency	rates.	As	the	crisis	worsened	into	2009,	these	stabilization	attempts	had	failed,	causing	a	reversing	of	money	from	the	country,	and	forcing	banks	to	drastically	increase	interest	rates	and	seek	high-risk	short-term	loans	made	to	citizens	to
try	to	recover.[29]	^	"Blue	paper,	red	paper",	also	known	by	its	Japanese	name	"Akai-Kami-Aoi-Kami",	is	an	urban	legend	that	started	from	japan	that	was	later	spread	to	South	Korea.	The	legend	is	about	a	ghost	that	haunts	the	toilets	and	is	known	to	ask	the	question,	"Do	you	want	blue	toilet	paper	or	red	toilet	paper?".	Either	option	will	result	in	the
death	of	the	person.	Unlike	the	Korean	versions,	the	ghost	of	the	Japanese	story	has	a	name	called	"Aka	Manto".	^	Hwang	revealed	that	the	music	figures	used	for	the	project	were	the	ones	in	the	gas	station	where	he	wrote	the	script,	and	that	they	were	playing	"Fly	Me	to	the	Moon",	and	this	is	why	he	used	the	music	for	the	show.[3]	^	One	"viewer"
is	defined	by	Netflix	as	a	subscriber	having	viewed	any	portion	of	a	work	longer	than	two	minutes.[101]	^	The	other	five	programs	that	had	reached	3	billion	minutes	viewed	in	a	week	are	You,	Tiger	King,	Ozark,	The	Umbrella	Academy	and	The	Crown,	all	Netflix	series.[108]	References	^	"Squid	Game:	the	smash-hit	South	Korean	horror	is	a	perfect
fit	for	our	dystopian	mood".	the	Guardian.	September	30,	2021.	Archived	from	the	original	on	October	26,	2021.	Retrieved	October	27,	2021.	^	Lee,	Julie	(August	10,	2021).	"Squid	Game	invites	you	to	deadly	childhood	games	on	September	17".	Netflix	Media	Center.	Archived	from	the	original	on	August	11,	2021.	Retrieved	August	12,	2021.	^	a	b	c
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MangaWritten	byYumi	TamuraPublished	byShogakukanMagazineBessatsu	Shōjo	Comic(2001–2002)Flowers(2002–2017)DemographicShōjo	/	JoseiOriginal	runNovember	2001	(2001-11)	–	27	May	2017	(2017-05-27)Volumes35	(List	of	volumes)	Original	net	animationDirected	byYukio	TakahashiWritten	byTouko	MachidaMusic	byMichiruStudioGonzo
(#1–12)	Studio	Kai	(#13–24)Licensed	byNetflixReleased	28	June	2019	–	26	March	2020Runtime24–31	minutesEpisodes24	(List	of	episodes)	7	Seeds	(stylized	as	7SEEDS)	is	a	Japanese	manga	series	written	and	illustrated	by	Yumi	Tamura.	It	is	set	in	a	post-apocalyptic	future,	long	enough	after	a	meteorite	hits	Earth	that	new	species	have	evolved,	and
follows	the	struggles	of	five	groups	of	young	adults	to	survive	after	they	are	revived	from	cryonic	preservation.	The	title	comes	from	five	groups	of	individuals	in	cryogenic	chambers	along	with	supplies,	called	"seeds",	laid	down	by	the	Japanese	government.	The	manga	was	originally	serialized	in	Shogakukan's	Bessatsu	Shōjo	Comic	magazine,
premiering	in	the	November	2001	issue;	it	transferred	to	Flowers	magazine	in	April	2002,	where	it	ran	until	its	conclusion	in	May	2017.	Shogakukan	collected	the	individual	chapters	into	35	bound	volumes.	The	series	won	the	52nd	Shogakukan	Manga	Award	for	Best	Shōjo	Manga	in	2007.	Including	digital	sales,	it	has	sold	more	than	6	million	copies
in	Japan.	An	original	net	animation	(ONA)	anime	adaptation,	produced	by	Gonzo	and	directed	by	Yukio	Takahashi,	was	announced	in	November	2018.	The	first	season	was	released	worldwide	on	Netflix	in	June	2019.	A	second	season	produced	by	Studio	Kai	premiered	on	26	March	2020.	Story	See	also:	List	of	7	Seeds	characters	When	astronomers
predict	that	the	Earth	will	be	hit	by	a	meteorite,	the	world	leaders	meet	to	develop	a	plan	for	human	survival	called	the	Seven	Seeds	project.	Each	country	agrees	to	preserve	numbers	of	healthy	young	people	through	cryogenics,	which	will	allow	them	to	survive	the	devastation	of	the	impact.	After	a	computer	determines	that	Earth	is	once	again	safe
for	human	life,	it	will	revive	each	group.	The	Japanese	government	creates	five	groups	of	survivors	named	Winter,	Spring,	Summer	A,	Summer	B,	and	Fall.	Each	group	consists	of	seven	members,	who	are	not	told	about	what	will	happen	before	they	are	placed	in	cryonic	preservation,	and	one	adult	guide	who	is	trained	in	wilderness	survival.	These
groups	are	scattered	across	Japan:	the	Summer	groups	in	southern	and	northern	Kyūshū,	Fall	in	western	Honshū,	Spring	in	central	Honshū	near	Tokyo,	and	Winter	in	Hokkaidō.	Awoken	from	the	cryogenic	sleep	many	years	later,	the	young	men	and	women	find	themselves	amidst	a	hostile	environment	bare	of	any	human	life.	Their	former	home
country	Japan	has	greatly	changed.	Completely	alone,	they	must	depend	only	on	themselves	to	survive	in	the	new	world.	Setting	7	Seeds	takes	place	an	unknown	number	of	years	after	the	collision	of	a	large	meteorite	with	Earth.	As	a	result	of	the	impact,	the	climate	of	Japan	has	greatly	changed	from	what	the	characters	knew	from	the	present	day.	In
the	Kansai	region	there	are	only	two	seasons,	a	dry	season	and	a	longer,	heavier	rainy	season.[2]	Takahiro	of	Winter	group	describes	the	winters	in	the	northern	island	of	Hokkaidō	as	being	as	mild	as	in	Kanagawa	Prefecture	where	he	grew	up.[3]	In	addition,	sea	levels	have	risen	greatly:	downtown	Yokohama	is	completely	underwater,[4]	only	the	top
hand	of	the	statue	in	Nagasaki	Peace	Park	is	above	the	surface	of	the	ocean.[5]	The	geography	of	Japan	has	changed	as	well:	after	an	eruption	of	Mount	Aso,	Kyūshū	has	been	split	into	two	islands,[6]	and	the	Kansai	region	is	separated	from	central	Honshū	by	a	wide	strait.[2]	The	series	depicts	a	Japan	in	which,	as	a	result	of	the	new	environment	and
mass	extinctions,	ecosystems	have	changed	and	several	new	species	of	animals	and	plants	have	evolved.	For	example,	on	the	island	where	Summer	group	B	first	lands,	off	the	coast	of	Nagasaki	Prefecture,	Botan	notes	how	few	of	the	ecological	niches	are	filled,	including	no	birds	or	flying	insects,	and	that	the	limited	number	of	species	are	still
radiating	to	fill	empty	niches.[7]	In	particular,	a	local	rodent	resembling	a	rabbit	is	in	the	process	of	speciation	into	herbivorous	and	ravenously	carnivorous	versions,	which	are	still	visually	similar.	Other	dangers	new	to	the	characters	include	swarms	of	carnivorous	white	cockroaches	and	gigantic	Venus	flytraps,	sundews,	and	nepenthes.	Species	that
are	unchanged	but	were	previously	unknown	in	Japan	include	banana	trees	and	crocodiles.	Semimaru	notes	that	neither	on	the	island	nor	on	the	Kyūshū	mainland	do	they	see	any	ants,	bees,	or	similar	insects.[8]	In	the	Kansai	region,	Fall	group	domesticates	flightless	birds	about	the	size	of	a	chicken	and	sheep	that	have	grown	to	resemble	llamas,
which	can	be	ridden,	milked	and	shorn	for	wool.	Izayoi	tells	Natsu	that	a	local	wasp	is	deadly,	killing	with	a	single	sting,	and	another	species	has	a	sting	that	sickens	the	victim	for	a	day.[9]	According	to	Akio,	corn	is	the	only	crop	from	their	seed	cache	that	grows	in	the	area's	soils,	but	Fall	group	also	cultivates	a	variety	of	tobacco	with	a	narcotic	effect
when	smoked.[2]	In	the	southern	part	of	central	Honshū,	Natsu,	Arashi,	and	Semimaru	of	Summer	group	B	cross	a	desert	with	cactus	scrub.	Throughout	the	region	they	find	remains	of	large	reptiles	that	revive	from	estivation	during	the	rainy	season,	which	remind	Natsu	of	velociraptors	from	Jurassic	Park.[10]	These	"dinosaurs",	as	the	characters	call
them,	have	grassland	and	woodland	varieties,	and	during	the	rainy	season	are	the	dominant	predator	from	the	south	coast	to	at	least	as	far	north	as	Tokyo.	On	the	island	where	the	Spring	group	first	lands,	off	the	coast	of	the	Kantō	region,	Hana	notes	that	there	are	no	vertebrates	on	land	or	in	the	sea,	and	Momotaro	describes	the	ecology	as	similar	to
that	of	the	Carboniferous	Era.[11]	On	land,	there	are	giant	insects	the	characters	call	"boat	beetles"	and	swarms	of	bees	with	stings	that	are	painful	but	not	deadly,	which	force	the	group	to	live	on	rafts	off-shore.	In	the	island's	swamps,	there	are	giant	praying	mantis	and	giant	dragonflies.	While	at	the	island,	the	group	lives	off	shellfish	and	shallow-
water	nautiluses,	but	see	no	bony	fish.	The	characters	find	the	climate	changed	as	well,	as	it	is	too	overcast	to	see	the	stars	for	the	first	two	weeks	after	they	are	awake,	even	though	it	is	spring,	a	season	that	in	the	present	day	is	noted	for	clear	weather.	On	the	mainland	of	the	Kantō	region,	Spring	group	meets	large	aquatic	lizards	living	among	the
submerged	ruins	of	Yokohama,	which	hunt	in	groups.	Nearby,	in	the	ruins	of	central	Tokyo,	the	party	from	Summer	group	B	is	attacked	by	a	giant	predatory	fish,	which	Takahiro	of	Winter	group	identifies	as	descended	from	a	deep-sea	fish,	the	only	kind	of	bony	fishes	to	have	survived.[12]	They	also	meet	a	fungus-like	growth	Takahiro	calls	"blue
mucus",	which	infects	Hana's	skin	when	she	touches	it.	This	growth	goes	dormant	in	the	dry	season,	and	Takahiro	realizes	it	is	intolerant	to	salt	and	uses	it	to	cure	her.[13]	In	northern	Honshū	near	Sendai,	Natsu,	Arashi	and	Semimaru	of	Summer	group	B	find	the	first	flowers	they	have	seen	during	their	journey	over	most	of	the	length	of	Japan.[14]	In
southern	Hokkaidō,	Winter	group	encounters	grasslands	populated	by	many	mammals	they	do	not	know,	including	small-eared	rodents,	herds	of	unknown	ruminants,	and	tigers	with	saber-teeth.	They	also	meet	wolves	with	the	ability	to	project	illusions	normally	used	to	help	hunt.[3]	The	project	organizers	also	prepared	sealed	caches	containing	seeds
and	instructional	books	near	the	"seven	Fuji".	These	seven	Fuji	are	not	related	to	the	famous	Mount	Fuji,	but	are	regional	landmarks	also	named	Fuji:	Bungo	Fuji	in	Ōita	Prefecture	is	Mt.	Yufudake,	where	the	cache	is	marked	by	a	statue	of	the	Buddha	Vairocana.	Ogino	Fuji	in	Kanagawa	Prefecture	is	Mt.	Kyogatake,	where	the	cache	is	marked	by	a
statue	of	Monjubosatsu,	the	bodhisattva	Manjusri.	Kobe	Fuji	in	Hyogo	Prefecture	is	Mount	Futatabi	of	the	Rokkō	Mountains,	marked	by	a	statue	of	Acala	(Fudō	myō-ō).	Natori	Fuji	in	Miyagi	Prefecture	is	Mt.	Taihaku,	near	Sendai,	where	the	cache	is	marked	by	a	statue	of	Kokūzō	Bosatsu	(Ākāśagarbha).	Akan	Fuji	in	Hokkaidō	is	Mt.	Meakandake,
where	the	cache	is	marked	by	a	statue	of	Avalokiteśvara,	the	goddess	of	mercy.	Tosa	Fuji	in	Kumamoto	Prefecture	is	Mount	Takamori,	marked	by	a	statue	of	Mahāsthāmaprāpta.	Noto	Fuji	in	Ishikawa	Prefecture	is	Mount	Takatsume-ya,	where	the	cache	is	marked	by	a	statue	of	goddess	Kukurihime.	Fuji	is	a	ghost	ship	with	similar	capabilities	to	the	RP
FLIP.	The	ghost	ship	is	adrift	at	sea	in	a	vast	ship	graveyard.	It	is	marked	by	a	painting	of	the	buddha	Samantabhadra	riding	on	a	white	elephant's	back.	This	Fuji	was	the	only	one	kept	hidden	and	used	as	a	humans'	shelter	at	the	same	time.	Development	and	production	In	an	author's	note,	Tamura	says	that	7	Seeds	was	inspired	by	news	reports	that
near-Earth	object	(89959)	2002	NT7	might	potentially	collide	with	Earth.	Songs	Yumi	Tamura	often	includes	certain	songs	in	her	chapter	titles.	If	there	is	further	info	material	available,	you	can	find	it	using	the	links	in	the	'manga'	table.	There	are	also	songs	that	do	not	appear	in	chapter	titles	but	still	play	a	major	role	at	turning	points	in	the	manga.
Those	are	listed	below.	Bridge	Over	Troubled	Water	(by	Simon	and	Garfunkel).	Appeared	in	Volume	3,	East	Wind	Chapter	2,	Spirit	of	Sound.	Die	Fledermaus	(The	Bat)	(by	Johann	Strauss	II).	Appeared	in	Volume	14,	Summer	Solstice	Chapter	11,	Tell.	Clair	de	lune	(by	Claude-Achille	Debussy).	Appeared	in	Volume	14,	Summer	Solstice	Chapter	12,
Know.	Minute	Waltz	(by	Frédéric	François	Chopin).	Appeared	in	Volume	14,	Summer	Solstice	Chapter	13,	Hate.	Eine	kleine	Nachtmusik	(by	Wolfgang	Amadeus	Mozart).	Appeared	in	Volume	16,	Summer	Solstice	Chapter	23,	Farewell.	Csikós	Post	(by	Hermann	Necke).	Appeared	in	Volume	16,	Summer	Solstice	Chapter	23,	Farewell.	Pomp	and
Circumstance	(by	Sir	Edward	William	Elgar).	Appeared	in	Volume	16,	Summer	Solstice	Chapter	23,	Farewell.	Nutcracker	Suite	(originally	choreographed	by	Marius	Petipa	and	Lev	Ivanov	with	a	score	by	Pyotr	Ilyich	Tchaikovsky).	Appeared	in	Volume	16,	Summer	Solstice	Chapter	23,	Farewell.	Orphée	aux	enfers	(Orpheus	in	the	Underworld)	(by
Jacques	Offenbach).	Appeared	in	Volume	16,	Summer	Solstice	Chapter	23,	Farewell.	The	four	seasons	The	four	seasons	serve	as	the	theme	for	7	Seeds	,	since	every	team	is	named	after	one	of	them:	Spring,	Summer	A/B,	Autumn,	and	Winter.[15]	The	team	members	were	chosen	into	their	teams	based	on	which	seasons	their	names	matched	best.
Almost	every	7	Seeds	chapter	arc	is	named	after	one	of	the	24	solar	terms	consisting	of	the	72	pentads	(Shichijūni	kō).	The	Rainwater	chapter,	for	example,	completely	consists	of	Shichijūni	kō.	Media	Manga	See	also:	List	of	7	Seeds	volumes	7	Seeds	was	written	and	illustrated	by	Yumi	Tamura	and	published	by	Shogakukan.	It	began	serialization	in
the	November	2001	issue	of	the	monthly	shōjo	(aimed	at	teenage	girls)	manga	magazine	Bessatsu	Shōjo	Comic.[16]	In	April	2002,	it	transferred	to	the	monthly	josei	(aimed	at	young	adult	women)	manga	magazine	Flowers.[17]	The	final	chapter	was	published	in	the	July	2017	issue	of	Flowers,	released	on	27	May.[18]	Shogakukan	collected	the
individual	chapters	into	35	bound	volumes,	printed	under	the	Flower	Comics	imprint,	and	later,	under	the	Flower	Comics	Alpha	imprint.	The	first	volume	was	released	on	26	March	2002;	the	last	volume	was	released	on	10	August	2017.	Each	volume	was	divided	into	sections	focusing	on	different	groups	of	survivors,	with	section	titles	containing	a
kigo	(seasonal	word)	appropriate	for	the	group	name.[19][20]	Shogakukan	also	published	an	official	fanbook,	titled	Edge	of	Emotions,	on	9	December	2011.	The	fanbook	contained	detailed	character	profiles,	a	color	illustration	gallery,	and	a	long	interview	with	Tamura.[21]	In	2008,	Pika	Édition	licensed	the	manga	in	France,	where	it	was	marketed	as
a	seinen	(aimed	at	young	adult	men)	manga	series.[22]	In	2011,	Pika	announced	that	negotiations	with	the	Japanese	publisher,	Shogakukan,	had	been	unsuccessful,	and	therefore,	they	would	cease	publishing	7	Seeds	and	two	other	titles.[23]	In	total,	Pika	published	10	volumes	of	the	manga	in	French.[24][25]	In	2017,	after	the	conclusion	of	the	7
Seeds	manga	in	Japan,	Tamura	announced	the	launch	of	a	spin-off	series	in	Flowers.	The	first	chapter	was	published	in	the	magazine's	October	issue,	released	on	28	August;	the	final	chapter	was	published	in	the	December	issue,	released	on	28	October.[18][26]	Shogakukan	collected	the	chapters	into	a	single	bound	volume	on	10	January	2018.[27]
Drama	CDs	7	Seeds	was	adapted	into	a	radio	drama	which	was	broadcast	in	Japan	from	9	December	2003	to	6	February	2004.	The	nine	episodes	were	collected	on	three	drama	CDs:[28]	7	Seeds	1,	released	on	26	March	2004,	focuses	on	Summer	group	B	and	dramatizes	the	events	of	volume	1	of	the	manga.	7	Seeds	2,	released	on	23	April	2004,
focuses	on	Winter	group	and	dramatizes	events	of	volume	4	of	the	manga.	7	Seeds	3,	released	on	21	May	2004,	focuses	on	Spring	group	and	dramatizes	events	of	volumes	2	and	3	of	the	manga.	A	fourth	drama	CD	was	released	in	Japan	on	10	August	2017,	bundled	with	a	limited	edition	of	volume	35	of	the	7	Seeds	manga.	The	story	was	based	on	an
original	scenario	written	by	Yumi	Tamura.	Several	voice	actors	who	would	later	be	cast	in	the	anime	adaptation	of	7	Seeds	were	first	featured	on	the	drama	CD,	including	Kazuhiko	Inoue	as	Kaname	Mozunoto,	Shō	Hayami	as	Takashi	Sugurono,	Nozomu	Sasaki	as	Takahiro	Aramaki,	and	Katsuyuki	Konishi	as	Semimaru	Asai.[1]	Anime	An	anime
adaptation	was	announced	on	26	November	2018.[29]	The	series	is	animated	by	Gonzo	and	directed	by	Yukio	Takahashi,	with	Touko	Machida	handling	series	composition,	Youko	Satou	designing	the	characters,	and	Michiru	composing	the	music.[30]	The	series	was	originally	scheduled	to	release	on	Netflix	in	April	2019,[31]	but	it	was	delayed	to	28
June	2019	due	to	production	delays.[32][33]	Amatsuki	performed	the	series'	opening	theme	song	"Ark",	while	Majiko	performed	the	series'	ending	theme	song	"WISH".[34][35]	A	second	season	premiered	on	26	March	2020.	The	main	cast	and	staff	members	reprised	their	roles,	and	Studio	Kai	producing	the	animation.[36]	Mone	Kamishiraishi
performed	the	second	season's	opening	theme	song	"From	the	Seeds",	which	was	composed	by	Glim	Spanky,	while	Cider	Girl	performed	the	second	season's	ending	theme	"Synchro".[37][38]	On	4	January	2021,	the	staff	members	announced	that	the	second	season's	ending	animation	sequence	has	been	removed	after	they	were	notified	that	it	had
similarities	to	the	anime	Beyond	the	Boundary's	ending	theme.[39]	Season	1	(2019)	Season	No.	Series	No.	English	titleOriginal	Japanese	title	Original	air	date	11"Spring	Begins"	(Japanese:	立春)28	June	2019	(2019-06-28)	A	shy	girl	named	Natsu	Iwashimizu	awakes	during	a	storm	and	is	taken	aboard	an	inflatable	boat	with	three	others.	No-one	recalls
what	happened,	and	they	paddle	their	way	to	a	nearby	rocky	island.	The	others	introduce	themselves	as	Arashi	Aota,	Semimaru	Asai	and	the	older	Botan	Saotome.	The	group	then	look	for	water	and	food.	Meanwhile,	another	group	have	also	landed	on	an	island;	Hana	Sugurono,	Mansaku	Tsunomata,	Fujiko	Amacha,	Haru	Yukima,	Momotaro	Nobi,
Chisa	Taiami,	Hibari	Nigusa	and	their	leader,	the	arrogant	and	belligerent	Dosei	Yanagi.	They	encounter	large	aggressive	insects	and	decide	to	leave	on	the	raft	they	constructed,	however	they	are	caught	in	a	storm	and	are	shipwrecked	back	on	the	same	island.	While	exploring,	Yanagi	falls	into	a	group	of	insects	although	he	returns	later,	seemingly
unharmed.	Elsewhere	another	group,	awaken	from	cryogenic	sleep,	and	when	confronted	by	their	erstwhile	leader,	Unami,	they	draw	guns	and	shoot	him.	22"Insects	Awaken"	(Japanese:	啓蟄)28	June	2019	(2019-06-28)	Arashi	falls	ill	after	eating	fungi	collected	by	Natsu,	however	he	soon	recovers.	The	team	continues	its	search	for	edible	food,	but
Natsu	and	Arashi	are	captured	by	carnivorous	plants	and	attacked	by	large	rodents,	however	they	are	saved	by	the	arrival	of	Mozu	(Kaname	Mozunoto)	who	was	separated	from	his	group.	He	explains	that	they	are	part	of	a	government	survival	project	and	Botan	explains	the	7	Seeds	project,	but	Arashi	refuses	to	believe	it	and	misses	his	girlfriend
Hana.	Meanwhile,	Yanagi	leads	his	group	back	to	the	waterfall	where	they	encountered	the	giant	insects	assuring	them	that	it	will	be	safe.	He	then	leads	them	into	a	tunnel,	but	it's	a	trap	as	he	has	been	impregnated	with	insect	larvae.	However,	he	sets	himself	alight	to	save	the	others,	and	tells	them	to	search	for	the	7	Fujis.	The	group	returns	to	the
shore	and	build	another	raft,	and	prepare	to	sail	to	the	closest	Fuji,	Mt.	Ogino	Fuji.	33"Light	Snow"	(Japanese:	小雪)28	June	2019	(2019-06-28)	Botan's	group	encounters	three	people	being	menaced	by	a	crocodile	in	a	pond,	and	she	immediately	jumps	in	to	save	them.	Botan	explains	that	they	are	the	remainder	of	Summer	Team	B;	Matsuri	Tendō,
Chimaki	Yamori	and	Hotaru	Kusakuri.	Natsu	realizes	their	island	in	a	lake,	so	they	build	a	raft	and	leave	to	find	the	outer	shore.	They	arrive	and	begin	the	search	for	food,	but	also	find	the	Nagasaki	peace	statue	underwater.	Botan	decides	to	head	for	the	nearest	Fuji,	Mt.	Bungo	Fuji,	also	known	as	Mt.	Yufu.	While	walking,	Natsu	accidentally	come
across	the	entrance	to	one	of	the	sealed	caches	containing	the	necessary	materials	for	survival	and	self-sufficiency.	Chimaki	decides	to	visit	his	nearby	home	town	of	Kumamoto,	and	Natsu	and	Arashi	accompany	him,	however	they	find	that	it	is	underwater.	Arashi	decides	to	travel	to	his	home	in	Tokyo,	vainly	hoping	to	find	his	girlfriend	Hana.	Natsu
initially	accompanies	him,	but	Semimaru	follows	and	joins	them.	Along	the	way,	they	encounter	some	other	humans.	Meanwhile,	the	Spring	team	discover	that	they	are	near	the	ruins	of	Yokohama.	44"Autumn	Begins"	(Japanese:	立秋)28	June	2019	(2019-06-28)	Arashi,	Natsu	and	Semimaru	realize	that	they	have	stumbled	upon	the	Fall	Team	settlement
which	is	above	one	of	the	sealed	caches	in	the	former	Kobe	region.	The	team	have	already	been	there	for	three	years,	but	they	are	dominated	by	Akiwo	Haza	and	Ran	Shishigaki	who	ruthlessly	allocate	tasks	to	other	members	of	the	team	and	dominate	the	guide	Ryoya	Izayoi.	When	Semimaru	tries	to	steal	some	food,	the	three	travelers	are	tied	up.
Akiwo	and	Ran	have	banned	sex	in	the	team	to	avoid	fulfilling	the	role	for	which	they	were	selected.	Ryoya,	frees	the	three	captives,	but	plans	to	poison	them	and	everyone	else	because	he	feels	that	the	7	Seeds	project	has	failed,	but	Semimaru	stops	him.	They	leave,	but	later,	Ryoya	helps	them	launch	their	inflatable	boat	to	continue	their	journey
towards	Eastern	Japan.	They	find	another	entrance	to	a	sealed	cache	which	is	at	either	Mt.	Ogino	Fuji	or	Mt.	Kyogatake,	but	is	it	is	flooded	and	of	little	use.	Meanwhile,	Hana	and	Haru	of	the	Spring	Team	paddle	their	inflatable	through	the	partially	submerged	ruins	of	Yokohama.	They	camp	the	night	in	an	abandoned	church,	and	return	to	the	team
the	next	day.	As	Arashi's	group	settle	for	the	night,	they	are	watched	by	a	bearded	man.	55"Heavy	Snow"	(Japanese:	大雪)28	June	2019	(2019-06-28)	Arashi	decides	to	search	underwater	for	signs	of	humans,	but	is	suddenly	confronted	by	a	giant	fish.	When	it	tries	to	attack	him,	it	is	suddenly	killed	by	a	huge	spear	thrown	by	the	bearded	man
accompanied	by	two	wild	dogs.	His	name	is	Takahiro	Aramaki,	the	only	survivor	of	the	Winter	Team	who	died	fifteen	years	ago.	Meanwhile,	Hana	and	the	Spring	Team	find	the	same	flooded	cache	as	Arashi,	including	food,	books	and	supplies	that	are	still	intact.	After	they	find	a	letter	written	by	Natsu	to	any	other	survivors,	Mansaku	Tsunomata
states	that	they	must	accept	their	current	situation	and	survive.	Fearing	Takahiro,	Arashi,	Natsu	and	Semimaru	leave	during	the	night.	Takihiro	finds	himself	alone	again	with	his	dogs.	He	recalls	how	four	of	his	team	were	killed	by	a	saber-toothed	tiger-like	cat	soon	after	emerging.	He	befriended	a	wild	dog	which	followed	them,	but	Fubuki	was	later



killed	by	the	same	tiger	while	saving	Takahiro	and	Mitsuru.	She	later	froze	to	death	while	dancing	in	the	snow.	The	dog	died	from	her	wounds,	but	her	two	pups	became	the	foundation	of	his	pack	of	dogs.	Back	in	the	present,	Takahiro	sees	Hana	being	chased	by	a	dinosaur-like	creature	and	he	uses	his	dogs	to	save	her.	66"Grain	Rain"	(Japanese:	穀
雨)28	June	2019	(2019-06-28)	Takahiro	is	taken	in	by	the	Spring	Team,	although	there	is	some	mistrust.	He	tells	Hana	about	the	three	people	he	met	and	she	thinks	one	may	be	Arashi.	Hana	accidentally	touches	a	plant	which	Takahiro	says	are	poisonous,	and	she	begins	to	develop	symptoms.	She	decides	to	avoid	infecting	the	others	and	leaves	alone
to	find	Arashi,	but	she	is	knocked	into	the	water	by	a	giant	fish.	She	decides	that	life	is	not	worth	living,	but	is	rescued	by	Takahiro	who	takes	her	to	the	island	on	which	Summer	Team	B	first	landed.	However,	her	health	continues	to	deteriorate,	and	she	wanders	off	alone	expecting	to	die.	When	she	sees	a	message	carved	in	the	rock	by	Arashi,	she
regains	the	will	to	live.	Takahiro	realizes	that	salt	somewhat	neutralizes	the	poison	and	finds	a	salty	pond	to	help	Hana	recover.	Takahiro,	Haru	and	Hana	return	to	the	Fall	Team’s	settlement,	but	find	it	abandoned	and	covered	in	volcanic	ash.	Meanwhile,	Arashi	and	his	group	find	another	cache	and	a	sailing	boat.	77"Winter	Solstice"	(Japanese:	冬
至)28	June	2019	(2019-06-28)	Arashi,	Natsu	and	Semimaru	decide	it	is	time	to	return	to	Kyushu	and	rejoin	their	team	using	the	sailing	boat.	Meanwhile,	Takahiro,	Haru	and	Hana	find	a	tunnel	entrance	and	two	members	of	the	Fall	Team	underground.	One	captures	Haru	who	insists	that	he	has	been	hearing	the	sound	of	a	motor.	When	Takahiro's
group	go	to	find	them,	Akiwo	and	Ran	and	Team	Fall	take	their	inflatable	raft	and	move	further	into	the	underground	system	which	appears	to	be	an	evacuation	complex.	They	find	that	power	is	available	and	they	access	the	computer	system.	Meanwhile,	Takahiro's	group	also	explore	another	part	of	the	complex	where	they	find	a	body	and	a	diary.
The	diary	details	the	experience	of	Mark	Ibaraki,	a	ventriloquist	who	was	hired	by	Hana's	father,	Takashi	Sugurono,	along	with	other	entertainers	for	the	Ryugu	Shelter	which	was	described	as	a	new	underground	theme	park.	Soon	the	meteorites	hit	earth,	destroying	the	surface.	Mark	realized	that	they	were	engaged	to	distract	the	survivors.	The
facility	was	not	able	to	cope	with	the	disaster,	and	eventually	after	food	supplies	ran	out.	Then	a	deadly	infection	called	the	Acari	X	virus	spread	throughout	the	facility	and	it	was	sealed	off.	The	last	survivors	were	frozen	to	death	to	prevent	the	disease	spreading	and	Mark	was	the	last	to	die,	taking	his	own	life.	As	the	7	Seeds	survivors	emerge	from
the	complex	they	are	confronted	by	armed	people	wearing	protective	clothing	and	are	accused	of	spreading	the	X	virus.	As	Ran	is	about	to	be	shot,	Ryoya	leaps	in	front	of	her	and	is	shot	instead.	88"Summer	Solstice"	(Japanese:	夏至)28	June	2019	(2019-06-28)	The	armed	group	decide	that	the	X	virus	has	probably	already	been	released,	and	leave	the
teams	to	their	own	devices.	As	Ryoya	dies,	he	reveals	to	Hana	that	it	was	Arashi	who	inspired	him	to	survive	and	help	his	team.	When	they	arrive	back	at	Team	Spring’s	camp,	they	find	it	destroyed	and	Fujiko	Amacha,	Mansaku	Tsunomata,	Chisa	Taiami	and	Momota	Nobi	missing.	Takahiro	suggests	they	travel	on	to	his	former	camp.	Meanwhile,
Arashi,	Natsu	and	Semimaru	learn	how	to	sail	the	boat	and	find	a	girl	who	looks	like	Hotaru	floating	in	the	water.	Her	name	is	Hibari	from	the	Spring	Team	who	says	that	Hotaru	is	dying.	Elsewhere,	Momota	from	Team	Spring	is	found	by	Summer	Team	A	but	Madonna	casually	tests	food	and	medical	treatments	on	him	rather	than	her	own	team.	They
then	use	him	as	bait	to	attract	predators	which	they	can	kill	for	food.	Ran	and	the	others	come	across	Summer	Team	A's	well	designed	camp	and	realize	they	were	who	ones	who	shot	Ryoya.	Away	from	the	camp,	Koruri	comes	across	Haru	making	music	while	flying	her	hang	glider.	Takahiro	creates	a	diversion	while	Hana	attempts	to	rescue	Momota,
but	they	are	caught.	In	retaliation,	the	group	capture	Koruri	and	offer	to	trade	her	for	Momota.	Suddenly,	Takahiro	and	the	camp	is	attacked	by	a	colony	of	white	carnivorous	bats,	and	everyone	cooperates	to	defeat	them.	99"Lesser	Heat"	(Japanese:	小暑)28	June	2019	(2019-06-28)	Slowly,	Summer	Team	A	and	the	other	group	begin	to	cooperate,
although	there	is	still	some	mistrust	between	them.	Together	they	successfully	devise	a	plan	to	get	rid	of	the	bat	colony	using	music	made	by	Haru	playing	Die	Fledermaus.	They	form	an	uneasy	truce	and	Summer	Team	A	also	help	treat	the	injuries	of	the	others,	including	Kurumi	Shikano	who	is	pregnant	with	Ryusei	Ogiwara's	child.	When	Ango
discovers	that	Hana	is	the	daughter	of	Professor	Takashi,	he	tells	everyone	about	the	program	which	created	the	Summer	Team	A,	and	how	he	protected	his	younger	friend	Shigaru.	However,	he	discovered	that	those	who	failed	were	not	returned	to	the	outside	world,	but	killed.	On	board	the	boat,	Arashi,	Natsu	and	Semimaru	learn	that	Hotaru	is	a
cousin	of	Hibari.	1010"Cold	Dew"	(Japanese:	寒露)28	June	2019	(2019-06-28)	After	his	discovery	about	the	training	program,	Ango	had	to	reconcile	himself	that	only	the	chosen	seven	would	leave	alive	and	he	focused	completely	on	his	survival	skills.	Towards	the	end	of	training	he	found	that	items	were	sabotaged	causing	the	inattentive	students	to
sustain	accidents.	After	the	school	caught	fire,	he	realized	that	only	the	seven	students	who	survived	would	be	chosen.	He	also	heard	that	one	of	the	group	will	be	a	"reaper".	Towards	the	end,	they	are	both	told	that	only	he	or	Shigaru	will	be	chosen	from	their	group,	but	they	remained	friends	to	the	end	when	Shigaru	sacrificed	himself	to	save	Ango
although	Ryo	caused	his	death.	Finally	when	the	seven	surviving	students	are	selected	to	be	Team	Summer	A	members,	the	instructors	are	surprised	that	they	are	not	in	a	mood	to	celebrate	following	the	deaths	of	their	comrades.	Consequently,	when	they	awake	from	their	hibernation	they	kill	Umami,	the	instructor	selected	to	lead	them.	Ango
finishes	his	story,	but	shows	his	resentment	to	Hana	because	of	her	association	with	Professor	Takashi	and	his	team.	1111"Greater	Heat"	(Japanese:	大暑)28	June	2019	(2019-06-28)	Ango's	animosity	towards	Hana	increases,	and	she	becomes	convinced	that	Ango	will	kill	her	if	she	stays	in	the	village.	She	decides	to	leave,	and	Takahiro	offers	to	leave
with	her	as	does	Haru.	Ango	tries	to	rape	Hana,	but	he	is	stopped	by	Ayu	and	Hana	realizes	that	Arashi	is	no	longer	there	to	protect	her.	Hana	prepares	to	leave	that	night.	Meanwhile,	the	boat	of	Arashi	and	the	others	becomes	snagged	and	they	make	landfall	near	the	abandoned	former	settlement	of	the	Fall	Team.	Natsu	finds	a	note	to	Arashi	from
Hana,	but	she	hesitates	to	show	him.	Later,	Natsu	and	Semimaru	encounter	Matsuri	and	who	tells	them	that	Botan	and	Hibari	are	in	danger.	Kaname	Mozunoto	rescues	them	and	Hibari	and	Hotaru	meet	for	the	first	time.	Later,	Natsu	gives	Hana's	note	to	Arashi.	1212"End	of	Heat"	(Japanese:	処暑)28	June	2019	(2019-06-28)	Ryo	orders	Hana	to	join
the	group	in	searching	for	a	water	source	underground,	putting	her	in	a	vulnerable	position.	In	the	caves,	Ryo,	Hana	and	Ayu	descend	further	looking	for	water,	and	Ryo	tells	Hana	about	her	father.	However	he	cuts	her	rope,	letting	her	fall	to	her	death	to	because	he	fears	that	she	is	causing	Ango	to	become	mentally	unstable.	When	Ryo	and	Ayu
return,	the	others	decide	to	try	to	find	Hana.	Meanwhile,	Hana	survived	the	fall	and	continues	to	look	for	water	and	Haru	plays	a	flute	to	signal	their	location	in	case	she	is	still	alive.	Elsewhere	in	the	cave,	Ango	hears	an	imaginary	voice	blaming	him	for	Shigaru’s	death,	and	when	he	come	across	Hana.	He	pushes	her	into	the	swirling	water	just	as	the
others	reach	them.	As	they	prepare	to	save	her,	she	yells	that	Ryo	is	not	to	be	trusted.	Just	as	Koruri	reaches	her,	Hana	is	swept	away.	Gengorou	unsuccessfully	tries	to	save	her.	When	they	return	to	the	camp,	Takihiro	approaches	Ryo	and	accuses	him	of	being	a	murderer.	Season	2	(2020)	Season	No.	Series	No.	English	titleOriginal	Japanese	title
Original	air	date	113"Frost	Descends"	(Japanese:	霜降)26	March	2020	(2020-03-26)	Following	Hanna's	disappearance	in	the	underground	river,	the	community	become	increasingly	antagonistic	towards	Ango	for	his	behaviour.	When	Ango	pulls	a	knife	on	the	others,	Takahiro	Aramaki	throws	a	rock	at	his	hand	to	disarm	him	and	injures	the	hand.	Ango
decides	to	leave	and	Ryo	accompanies	him.	The	others	then	create	a	new	dry	season	camp	near	the	watercourse	to	avoid	carrying	water	back	to	their	base	camp.	Takahiro	decides	to	leave	and	search	for	Hanna	whom	he	believes	is	still	alive,	and	Ayu	joins	him.	Meanwhile,	Kaname	Mozunoto	watches	the	developments	from	afar.	As	they	travel,	Ango
and	Ryo	come	across	a	sailing	boat	jammed	between	some	rocks	in	a	bay.	214"Summer	Begins"	(Japanese:	夏至)26	March	2020	(2020-03-26)	Ango	and	Ryo	surmise	the	group	they	found	are	Summer	Team	B.	They	are	inadvertently	discovered	and	introduce	themselves.	The	group	is	friendly,	but	Semimaru	is	suspicious	of	the	visitors.	Ango	observes
that	they	appear	to	lead	a	carefree	and	unstructured	life.	One	evening,	Niigusa	Hibari	does	palm	reading,	but	after	she	looks	Ango's	left	palm	because	of	his	injured	right	hand,	she	commences	surprisingly	crying	but	says	she	cannot	read	his	palm.	315"Grain	in	Ear"	(Japanese:	穀雨)26	March	2020	(2020-03-26)	Ango	and	Ryo	spend	more	time	with
Summer	Team	B	and	find	a	solution	to	releasing	the	sailing	boat	from	the	rocks.	Hibari	expresses	misgivings	to	Saotome	about	sailing	with	Ango	and	Ryo,	however	the	combined	group	set	sail	to	explore	the	island.	Meanwhile,	Takahiro	and	Ayu	travel	on	together	and	he	asks	her	to	adopt	a	black	puppy	which	is	being	bullied	by	the	other	dogs.	As
Summer	Team	B	sails	at	night,	Ryo	deliberately	closes	the	windows	so	that	everyone	succumbs	to	carbon	monoxide	poisoning.	When	Ango	notices,	gets	Ryo	to	help	him	drag	everyone	on	deck	to	revive	them,	not	knowing	that	Ryo	caused	the	crisis.	Days	later	Arashi	prepares	to	dive	off	the	boat	to	go	scavenging,	and	Ryo	offers	to	go	with	him.
416"Autumnal	Equinox"	(Japanese:	秋分)26	March	2020	(2020-03-26)	As	Arashi	searches	for	food	underwater,	he	becomes	caught	in	some	reeds	and	Ango	saves	him.	The	team	recommissions	a	sauna	room	on	the	boat	and	take	turns	using	it,	but	Ryo	locks	Semimaru	inside.	Fortunately	Natsu	finds	him	and	the	others	revive	Semimaru.	Natsu	admits	to
Ango	that	tier	team	never	received	any	training	and	were	in	fact	regarded	as	dropouts.	Later,	Arashi	goes	diving	again	and	tells	Ryo	who	does	not	inform	the	others.	Sometime	later	they	realize	he	is	missing	and	become	distraught	and	prepare	to	turn	back.	Meanwhile,	has	Arashi	surfaced	to	find	the	boat	has	sailed	on.	517"Vernal	Equinox"	(Japanese:
春分)26	March	2020	(2020-03-26)	Saotome	becomes	suspicious	of	Ango	and	Ryo	and	searches	their	cabin.	She	finds	a	gun,	but	is	interrupted	by	Ango	and	makes	an	excuse	and	leaves.	She	recalls	her	briefing	before	entering	cryogenic	sleep	in	which	the	possession	of	guns	by	the	teams	was	not	recommended,	and	that	a	potassium	cyanide	capsule
would	be	issued	to	the	leaders	in	case	it	would	be	needed	for	suicide	or	to	kill	others.	Meanwhile,	Arashi	manages	to	survive	the	night,	dreaming	of	Hanna,	and	the	next	day	lands	on	a	rocky	island	with	strange	plants.	Elsewhere,	Hanna	wakes	up	on	a	beach	and	thinks	of	Arashi	as	she	recalls	her	father's	words	to	keep	on	living.	She	explores	her
surroundings	of	barren	rocky	mountains,	and	encounters	various	animals	and	a	herd	of	wild	horse	which	she	follows	in	search	of	water.	618"White	Dew"	(Japanese:	白露)26	March	2020	(2020-03-26)	While	searching	for	Arashi,	the	team's	boat	sails	into	a	fog.	It	becomes	caught	in	thick	sticky	algae	adjacent	to	a	ship	graveyard	and	Semimaru	decides	to
fly	Arashi's	kite	as	a	signal.	Meanwhile,	Arashi	discovers	the	"trees"	on	his	island	are	actually	windmills	covered	in	vegetation.	He	sees	his	kite	flying	and	realizes	that	the	boat	must	be	nearby.	The	fog	begins	to	lift	and	Chimaki	sees	a	giant	structure	beside	them	and	suspects	that	it	is	one	of	the	seven	Fujis.	Semimaru	finds	a	way	to	the	structure
which	is	revealed	to	be	a	ghost	ship.	The	others,	including	Ango	and	Ryo,	join	him	to	explore,	leaving	Chimaki	behind	on	their	boat.	As	they	explore	the	ship,	its	power	circuits	switch	on,	but	then	it	begins	listing	heavily	and	Natsu	becomes	separated	from	the	others.	Back	on	their	boat,	Chimaki	tries	to	lower	the	sails	and	is	knocked	into	the	water.
719"Winter	Begins"	(Japanese:	冬至)26	March	2020	(2020-03-26)	The	ship	mysteriously	orients	itself	vertically	and	stabilizes.	The	group	find	themselves	separated,	however	they	each	finds	clues	about	the	events	which	have	taken	place	on	the	ship.	Meanwhile,	Arashi	reaches	their	boat	and	after	he	helps	Chimaki	out	of	the	water,	he	follows	the	others
onto	the	old	ship.	Saotome	and	Hibari	find	the	captain's	cabin	and	watch	a	video	recorded	many	years	earlier	by	the	captain	in	which	he	describes	the	last	days	of	the	ship	as	supplies	ran	out	and	the	crew	had	begun	fighting	among	themselves.	He	decided	to	fire	the	ship's	missiles	towards	Japan	to	put	the	surviving	Japanese	people	out	of	their	misery,
then	and	started	a	countdown	which	does	not	appear	to	have	been	completed.	Suddenly,	the	countdown	restarts.	Elsewhere	on	the	ship,	Ango	has	become	disorientated	and	delirious.	When	he	sees	a	figure	he	believes	it	is	Ukai	and	fires	his	gun,	not	realizing	that	the	figure	is	Arashi.	820"Lesser	Cold"	(Japanese:	小寒)26	March	2020	(2020-03-26)	Even
though	the	ship	is	very	old	and	only	partly	functional,	Saotome	decides	they	must	stop	the	countdown	of	the	missile	launch	and	destruction	of	the	ship	with	a	deadline	of	approximately	13	hours.	Meanwhile,	Ango	apologizes	to	Arashi	for	shooting	at	him.	Ango	missed,	although	he	is	concerned	about	the	fact	that	he	was	hallucinating.	They	pair	find
themselves	trapped	at	the	lower	levels,	but	fortunately	Natsu	rescues	them	using	a	mobile	crane.	Ango	and	Ryo	communicate	using	Morse	code	to	confirm	their	locations.	Meanwhile,	the	horses	lead	Hanna	to	a	waterhole	which	shared	by	many	other	animals,	including	an	alligator.	921"Grain	Full"	(Japanese:	小満)26	March	2020	(2020-03-26)	Hanna
discovers	that	alligators	are	not	the	only	danger	on	the	island	after	the	huge	leaves	of	a	tree	capture	and	kill	one	of	the	horses.	Back	on	the	ghost	ship,	Ango	berates	Natsu	for	risking	her	life	to	save	them,	however	she	begins	to	assert	herself	as	she	gains	more	confidence.	Meanwhile,	Ryo	decides	to	take	Semimaru	and	Matsuri	to	find	Ango,	Arashi
and	Natsu.	At	the	same	time,	Saotome	and	Hibari	make	their	way	to	the	control	room,	but	are	unable	to	stop	the	countdown.	As	Ryo	tries	to	reach	Ango,	he	becomes	incredulous	at	the	unfocused	antics	of	Semimaru	and	Matsuri	who	play	around,	seemingly	oblivious	to	the	dangers	around	them.	Meanwhile,	back	at	the	island	that	evening,	Hanna	sees
two	figures	in	the	distance	holding	a	flaming	torch.	1022"Rain	Water"	(Japanese:	雨水)26	March	2020	(2020-03-26)	Hanna	recognizes	Fujiko	and	Chisa	as	the	figures	in	the	distance	and	they	have	a	tearful	reunion,	exchanging	stories	about	their	separate	experiences.	Back	on	the	ghost	ship,	the	two	groups	separately	make	their	way	to	the	top.
However,	Ango	becomes	distraught	and	tells	Arashi	and	Narsu	about	Shiggeru's	death.	Arashi	cannot	understand	Ango's	motivation	to	survive	at	the	expense	of	the	other	students.	He	asserts	that	they	were	manipulated	by	the	professors,	and	that	they	are	now	free	to	take	control	of	their	own	lives.	At	that	moment,	the	two	groups	reconnect,	and	Ryo
tells	Ango	that	Shiggeru	cut	the	rope	himself	during	the	test	at	the	same	time	as	Ryo	to	save	Ango,	forcing	Ango	to	accept	the	reality	of	their	current	situation.	With	the	air	cleared,	the	two	groups	continue	on	their	way	upwards.	1123"Greater	Cold"	(Japanese:	大寒)26	March	2020	(2020-03-26)	The	two	groups	make	their	way	to	the	ship's	command
center	and	find	Saotome	and	Hibari	already	there.	Saotome	explains	the	former	captain's	proposed	missile	launch	towards	Japan,	and	they	decide	that	their	only	option	is	to	stop	the	launch.	They	split	into	groups	to	seek	out	the	four	cancellation	devices	spread	throughout	the	ship.	Surprisingly,	members	of	Summer	Team	B	prove	to	be	adept	at
deciphering	the	access	codes	to	each	of	the	devices,	however	when	they	press	the	buttons,	the	countdown	fails	to	stop.	They	then	decide	to	cut	the	ship's	power,	but	find	it	difficult	to	move	through	the	ship	because	metal-eating	bacteria	is	rapidly	spreading	through	the	ship.	1224"Pure	Brightness"	(Japanese:	清明)26	March	2020	(2020-03-26)	After
failing	to	stop	the	missile	launch	countdown,	everyone	decides	to	reconvene	in	the	control	room	before	leaving	the	ship.	However,	the	condition	of	the	ship	continues	to	deteriorate	due	to	the	rapidly	spreading	bacteria.	They	find	that	they	have	to	cooperate	and	use	all	of	their	individual	skills	to	return	to	the	control	room.	As	they	arrive,	the	ship
begins	to	shut	down,	finally	succumbing	to	the	ravages	of	the	bacteria	which	also	stops	the	missile	launch.	As	they	prepare	to	leave	the	ship,	they	realize	that	everyone	played	their	part	in	overcoming	their	challenges,	and	even	Ango	and	Ryo	begin	to	appreciate	the	diverse	talents	of	the	misfits	in	Summer	Team	B.	Meanwhile,	separately	Arashi	and
Hanna	come	to	the	same	realization,	that	they	must	accept	their	place	in	the	new	world.	Reception	7	Seeds	won	the	52nd	Shogakukan	Manga	Award	for	Best	Shōjo	Manga	in	2007.[40]	Including	digital	sales,	the	series	has	sold	more	than	6	million	copies	in	Japan.[41]	Volume	12	reached	number	7	on	the	Tohan	best-seller	list	and	volume	13	reached
number	10.[42][43]	The	series	ranked	number	10	on	the	top	20	list	of	manga	for	female	readers	in	the	2018	edition	of	Takarajimasha's	Kono	Manga	ga	Sugoi!	guidebook.[44]	It	was	nominated	in	the	comic	category	for	the	49th	Seiun	Awards	in	April	2018.[45]	References	^	a	b	「7SEEDS」完結巻に田村由美書き下ろしシナリオのドラマCD、flowersに外伝も.
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